
77

Lead-in

a

b

1

2

3

6

H
o
lid

a
y

s



6.1 Across Africa

 Reading 

a

b

1

2

3

4

I saw them. Next to us, by the side of the road, thirty, 
forty wild horses were racing the car, a cloud of dust 
rising behind them – brown, muscular horses almost 
close enough to touch them, to smell their hot breath. 
I didn’t know how long they had been there next to us.  

 I shouted to Dan: ‘Look!’ but he was in a deep sleep, 
his camera lying useless by his feet. They raced the car 
for a few seconds then disappeared far behind us, a 
memory of heroic forms in the red landscape. When 
Daniel woke up an hour later I told him what had 
happened. 

 ‘Wild horses?’ he said. ‘Why didn’t you wake me up?’ 

 ‘I tried. But they were gone after a few seconds.’ 

 ‘Typical,’ he said. ‘The best photos are the ones we 
never take.’ 

 We checked into a dusty hotel and slept the sleep of 
the dead. 
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 For six hours we shot through the barren landscape of 
the Karoo desert in South Africa. Just rocks and sand and 
baking sun. Knowing our journey was ending, Daniel and 
I just wanted to remember all we had seen and done. He 
used a camera. I used words. I had already finished three 
notebooks and was into the fourth, a beautiful leather 
notebook I’d bought in a  market  in Mozambique. Southern 
Africa was full of stories. And visions. We were almost 
drunk on sensations. The roaring of the water at Victoria 
Falls, the impossible silence of the Okavango Delta in 
Botswana. And   then the other things: dogs in the streets, 
whole families in Soweto living in one room, a kilometre 
from clean water. 

 As we drove towards the setting sun, a quietness fell 
over us. The road was empty – we hadn’t seen another 
car for hours. And as I drove, something caught my eye, 
something moving next to me. I glanced in the mirror of 
the car; I glanced sideways to the right, and that was when 
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 Reading and speaking 

  a What country do you think is shown in 

the photos?  Why?

  b If you went to this country, which of these 

things would you like to do? 

 1 eat food from many different cultures 

 2 visit a rainforest 

 3 go to the beach 

 4 see wildlife 

 5 go deep-sea diving 

 6 visit a vineyard 

  c Read the article. Which of the things 

above did Dannii do on her trip? 

7

  Read the article again and answer the following 

questions. 

 1 Why does Dannii think Melbourne has become more 

 cosmopolitan ? 

 2 What does Dannii think is ‘a wonderful challenge’? 

 3 What is St Kilda well known for? 

 4 What does the Queen Victoria Market sell? 

 5 What can you see as you drive along the Great Ocean 

Road? 

 6 What area of Australia does Dannii still hope to visit? 

 7 Why is it quite difficult to visit some of the resort 

islands? 

 8 What is Dannii’s tip for making the long flight to 

Australia more comfortable? 

8

6.2

 Dannii Minogue loves travelling the 

world as much as her sister Kylie, 

but after working away she says 

there’s no place like home ...  

 Melbourne is where I grew up so 

it obviously means a lot to me. It’s 

a city that is constantly evolving. 

Melbourne people, like all Australians, 

enjoy travelling and their increasing 

experience of other countries means 

local tastes have changed. The city has 

become much more cosmopolitan.  

‘

Road, a 150-mile highway that is a  scenic  

delight. You pass through an area that 

includes the world-famous Twelve Apostles 

rock formations, the Otways rainforest 

and Bells Beach along with resort towns 

such as Torquay and Apollo Bay. We loved 

spending time on the beach, as well as 

visiting vineyards and taking in jazz music. 

It really was an amazing summer.  

 That said, we’ve still got a pretty extensive 

‘to do’ list, including a trip to Queensland 

and the Barrier Reef. And although I’ve 

been to Hayman Island a couple of times, 

I’d like to get to know some of the more 

exclusive resort islands that can be 

reached only by private boat or helicopter.  

 The flight to Australia is a long one but 

perfectly comfortable if you follow a routine 

like mine. I get on board and immediately 

change into my flight pyjamas – one day 

I’m going to work out how to accessorise 

them with fashion items, but until then I 

just look like someone wearing pyjamas! 

 I just love to travel. It’s an Aussie thing: as 

a people we are up for jumping on a plane 

and going off to explore.   I can’t wait to see 

where I’ll go next. 

’

 One of the best places to visit is the 

Crown Casino, which features more than 

forty eating places all under one roof. 

Someone told me that in Melbourne you 

can sample the cuisines of seventy-five 

different countries; I haven’t managed 

to eat my way through them all, but it’s 

a wonderful  challenge . And besides the 

top-class restaurants, you mustn’t miss 

Melbourne’s vibrant café culture, with 

wonderful beachside places at St Kilda.  

 If you enjoy your food, you will love 

exploring local produce markets. One I 

really like is the Queen Victoria Market on 

the corner of Queen and Elizabeth streets, 

which is open five days a week and sells 

a huge variety of fruit and vegetables.  

 My boyfriend joined me for my most 

recent trip home. It was fun showing him 

all the familiar  landmark s, but also going 

to places I’ve never been before. From 

Melbourne, we took the Great Ocean 
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Strange things happen 

when you travel ...

 T he Johnson family expected to see some whales 

when they chartered a boat to sail around the 

Australian coast. But they didn’t expect a 30-foot 

humpback whale to leap out of the ocean onto their 

boat. Amazingly, no one was seriously hurt, not even 

the whale. 

 If you think that’s unbelievable, how about the story of 

Roger Lausier? Aged four, he had wandered away from 

his mother on Salem beach, Massachusetts and was 

saved from drowning by a woman called Alice Blaise. 

Nine years later, the thirteen-year-old Roger was on 

the same beach when he saw a man fall overboard. 

Roger saved his life. The man turned out to be Alice 

Blaise’s husband. 

 Some of the most incredible travel stories, it seems, 

are about a pet. In August 1923 the Brazier family, 

holidaying in Indiana, lost their dog, Bobbie, and had 

to return home to Oregon, 3,000 miles away, without 

him. Unbelievably, Bobbie travelled across icy rivers, 

climbed the Rocky Mountains and, six months later, 

arrived back home in Oregon.  

 Or more recently, Charlie, a cat who decided to take a 

nap inside the engine of his neighbour’s car and ended 

up being driven 160 miles away. Luckily for him, he was 

completely unhurt. 

 What about the things people lose and find when they 

are travelling? Rings are top of the list. In Hawaii, 

Ken Da Vico, who is a professional diver, claims to 

find about fifteen wedding rings a year in the sea. He 

returns many of them to their owners. Even if a fish 

eats the ring, there is still hope. There are many cases 

of rings being found years later inside the stomachs of 

sharks, mussels and other kinds of fish. Less common 

is when the loser finds the lost ring, as happened when 

Karen Goode went to a beach in Wales and found a 

ring she had lost there ten years before. 
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 Alvaro Cortez met his girlfriend, (1) _____ musician 

called Pilar, at college in Madrid, and she showed 

him her favourite guitar. (2) _____ guitar was 

(3) _____ same instrument that Alvaro’s grandfather 

had played fifty years earlier. It had been lost when 

his grandfather moved to (4) _____ new house in 

(5) _____ Valencia, Spain. 

 Michael and Tamara Weisch went on (6) _____ 
two-week holiday to Warsaw. One evening, in 
(7) _____ restaurant of (8) _____ small hotel where 
they were staying, they started talking to another 
couple, who, they soon realised, were also called 
Michael and Tamara Weisch, also from (9) _____ 
New York City. But (10) _____ best coincidence 
of all: both couples had been to (11) _____ same 
hotel in Prague exactly a year before. 
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 Tour around London on a Big Red Bus. Enjoy 

the views from the top of this famous London 

bus, as you learn about the sights from one 

of our friendly guides. Half-day tour, £25 

per person. 

London walks – Experience London on foot 

with one of our specialised walking tours. £5 

per two-hour walk. 

Camden market – the perfect place to walk 

around and 

visit shops, 

eat in a local 

café, buy 

some arts 

and crafts 

and just sit 

with a coffee 

and watch 

London go 

by. Colourful, 

fun and cheap – this is real London.

Buckingham Palace – Entrance ticket: £12 

per person. Watch the Changing of the Guard 

outside Buckingham Palace at 2 p.m. every 

afternoon.

The London Eye – the Giant Observation 

Wheel became operational in January 2000. 

The Wheel is the largest of its kind ever to be 

built and visitors to London from abroad are 

delighted by this new way of seeing the city.  

Tickets £12.50, duration 30 minutes. 

Les Misérables 

– Palace Theatre 

020 7494 5555. ‘This musical has been 

playing for eighteen years, and it is 

still like going to a first night’. Eves 

7:30, Mats Thu and Sat 2.30. Tickets 

from £40.

Philharmonic Orchestra

Hear Rachmaninoff’s first piano 

concerto (with Michael Pletnev) 

accompanied by the Philharmonic 

Orchestra. Free. The Royal Festival Hall.

LONDON
What’s on in

Theatre

Music
The British Museum – has 

outstanding collections that cover 

world cultures from pre-history to 

the present day. Free.

The National Gallery – The 

National Gallery, London, houses 

one of the greatest collections of 

European painting in the world, 

with over 2,300 paintings covering 

the period from about 1250 to 1900. 

Free.

Madame Tussaud’s – Visit the 

museum to see their world-famous 

wax models of famous stars, 

past and present. A very popular 

attraction, you might have to wait 

over an hour to get in. £24.50.  

Museums and Galleries

Shopping  

Shop at Harrods – the most famous 

department store in the world. Buy 

exclusive souvenirs for family and 

friends, and enjoy afternoon tea and 

wonderful views across London in 

our sky-view café.

M

GeneralG

0

Communication6

a

1

2

3

b

a

b

4



0

89

Reference6

 Past Perfect Simple 

 Key vocabulary 

 Uses of  like  

 Articles 



90

Review and practice  6

1

2

3

4

5

6


