No more surprises at exams

(at least the Cambridge ones and Maturita)
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Introduction

What is ‘backwash’?

How is the English part of Maturita similar to the Cambridge exams?
Or different?

The basic questions we will explore today — how would Cambridge mark the typical teenage Czech
student? How can you help Czech teens avoid the most obvious mistakes? And boost their marks? We’'ll
use the FCE for examples since this is the most widely-taken.
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What obvious mistakes doteens make in the Cambridge exams?

Reading Paper

1. They run out of time

2. They are not used to the second question and a) spend too much time on it b) can’t do it

A So they began writing to local universities to

small-scale model of his invention. He did tests on it see if anyone would provide the advice and
by attaching it to a mini toy school bus and seeing knowledge they needed.

how it performed in a lithe wind tunnel he built in his

garag&EmLﬁe of this he knew he now B This made it clear to them that the design

needed o step it up and create a life-sized version would hawe to be changed.

that could be put to the test an a real bus.

€ This prompted him to look for a way to use
what he had learmed.

3. They try to answer the other 2 questions from general reading, not looking for evidence in the text (not
using skimming and scanning techniques)
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R Grammar

Non-defining relative clauses

e o e S r redat
| can use non-defining relative

1 Read story A. How did the elephant save the
rancher’s life?

THE ELEPHANT AND THE RANCHER

A rancher, who was working in the bush, came
across a small herd of about twenty elephants. The
leader of the herd, which is usually the largest,
oldest and most aggressive female clephant,
attacked him and be fell off his horse. Later, rescuers
found the rancher, whose leg was broken. The same
elephant was standing over him. The rancher told

his rescuers that the elephant had lified him with ber
trunk and placed him under a tree, where he was
protected from the sun. For the rest of the day she
walched over him, brushing him geatly with her
trunk every so often.

2 Read the GRAMMAR FOCUS. Then cross out
the non-gefining relative clauses in biue in
story A. Does it make sense without them?

GRAMMAR
Non-defining relative clauses

You use non-defining relative clauses to gve
extra information about the parson or thingyou
are talking about. The santence makes senze
without it.

A ranches, wno was working in the bush, came
across asmallherd ...

Note:

Start and end s non-cefining relative dause with
2 comma. Use the relative proncuns who, which,
where and whose, but dor't use that.

3 Complete story B with relative clauses a-f. Then

listen and check. How did the gorilla save the boy’s life?
a whose baby was still in her arms

b whichwas called Binti Jua

€ whe

ow twenty-one years old

d where he made 2 compiete recovery

@ who was unconscious

f whers 2 female gorilla was fesding her baby

3
THE GORILLA AND THE TODDLER

«
AnAmosicanboy, | owes bik ife 1o porillaat Ng
Brookfield Zoo. When he was three years old, his family
took him to the zoo. He wanted a better view of the gorillas,
so he climbed a wall and fell six metres into the gorilla cage,
3 .Thegorlla® __ weatover to the boy. * - Then,
the gonlla,®_____ lified the boy up gently and carmied him to
the door. The boy spent four days in hospital. *_____ Binti Jua is
still at Brookfield Zoo near Chicago.

4 Read the extwra informartion from story C. What do you think

happened? Read the story and check your ideas.

1 Tocd Endris lived next to the beach.
2 The shark was fve metres long.

3 Tocd'’s friend was zurfing clos= by.
4 Tocd's right legwas now in the shark's mouth.
§ Dolphins had been playing in the waves nearty.

& Surgeons managed to save his leg.

g}
THE SURFER, THE SHARK
AND THE DOLPHINS

It was a perfect day for surfing off the coast of
California. Todd Endris, whe Lived wext tp the bgach, was
out on his surfboard. Without warning, something hit him from under
the water. Todd knew immediately that it was a shark. He got back on
+ his board, but the shark bit him oa the back. Todd's friend saw the huge
shark and at first thought it was a whale. Todd was kicking the shark with
his free leg and didn’t see the dolphins. Suddealy. the shark let go of his
leg. The dolphins had surrounded the injured surfer and were protecting
him from the shark. Three friends belped Todd get back on his board and
= reach the beach. A helicopter transported him to hospital. Six weeks later
Todd was back in the water.

5 In pairs, rewrite story C including the extra

informartion in Exercise 4.
» Find appropriate places in the text to add the extra information 1-4
1

¢ Incluce each sentence a3 a suitable relative dause.

» Listen to the completed story and check your anawers.

Grammar Focus page 121
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What obvious mistakes doteens make in the Cambridge exams?

Use of English Paper

1. They run out of time (or spend too long on it and then miss some of the Reading Paper!)

2. They are not used to the second question and put in lexis rather than function words

For questions 9 — 16, read the text below and think of the word which best fits each gap. Use only The maost distinctive feature of a camel is the hump, or humps, on (0) .......... back. In these humps
one word in each gap. There is an example at the beginning (0).

3. They don’t realise the words are in order on question 3 or they don’t read for sense so they
miss the negatives.

(22) ....c..... before making a move. | discovered that every single error CARE
in chess gets instant (23) .......... , enabling your opponent to take control PUNISH
and putting you at a great (24) .......... in the game. ADVANTAGE

4. They don’t know you get a mark for each half of a question or they change the given word
or thev write too manv/ few words.

29 1 only went to see that film because you told me how good it was.
HAVE

] s smns emes senas seean e 00 582 that fillm if you hadn't told me how good it was.
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What obvious mistakes doteens make in the Cambridge exams?

Writing Paper

1. They run out of time

2. They do the paper exam and the examiner can’t read their handwriting

and replace it with
hand fri ntil_lgr- ppppp ol

3. They write too many, or few, words

4. They go off-topic
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What obvious mistakes doteens make in the Cambridge exams?
Listening Paper

1. In part 2, they paraphrase the word or write too much detail

Duncan was surprised to find out that young puffins are driven by
(13) to leave their nests.

2. They can’t get the accent
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From Maturita Focus Students’ Book 2

Listening
Gap-fill | ©xAM Focus [T

7 Listen again and complete the
sentences with a word or short phrase.

1 In pairs, look at some of the places where people do
voluntary work. Discuss why you would or wouldn't like 5
10 voluntaer in each place. 2 She was there for

1 Becky did volunteering work in ! Jast year.

in a developing counuy in a hospital in a library hat life can be very different in cther
inanursery in 3 prson countri=s and gives 2z an sxarmple.
in a soup kitchen for homeless people 5 She thinks that volunteers need to:
in an old person's home on a farm

® befitand? g
i * haw s =kills.
2 [ZEELIWF=19] Listen to wwo volunteers, Karen ang e guon L
Martin. Where do they do their voluntary work? *® be responsle.

Karen

!
‘£

Martin [
3 Read questions 1-8 in Exercise 4. Match the underlinea

words and phrases with these words and phrases from
the interview.

| confident elderly[]  impresses people[]|
| inaweam[ ]  more likely 1o do something[ ]

| pigs and \:hickensD Saturday and Sunday [:]
| wo or three ]

4 Listen again and answer the questions.
Write K (Karen) or M (Martin).
Who: 8 Are you a good candi for inter
3 work? Why?/Wny not? Discuss in pairs.

9 Listen and put the adjectives the correct
group depending on the stress.

1 helps old pecple in the focal area?

17

2 works with farm a
3 volunteers
4 doesvolunteeri
S thinks that vo
r prople?

g with other pecoia?

7y work malkes you more

disappointed i d

imistic
P going  p
7 thinks that vo Lresponsible unpopular
sure of yourself?
8 thinis that doing voluntary work

makes 3 good imgregsion?

3 [ ] Bamm S e
anbitisus

O 0 OO OOoO4a

S Imagine you could y in e
world. Which country would you choose? Why? 10 Listen, check and repeat.
Discuss in pairs.
6 Listen to Becky talking about WORD STORE 1D
bprna) 0. Answ v 1ha guest) 11 [EXEX57573] Compiete WORD STORE 1D. Write
1 Who co you think Becky is talking to? the adjectives to make pairs of opposites. Then listen,
2 Did Becky enjoy her volunteering work? check and repeat.

3 What coas she think are the benefits of volunteering?
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What obvious mistakes doteens make in the Cambridge exams?

Speaking Paper

They don’t know the format of the exam, and so...

1. In part one, they speak too little or much, or give rehearsed answers

2. In part two, they are flummoxed by giving a monologue while contrasting 2 pictures, dry up or they
don’t listen to their partner so can’t give a follow-up comment

3. In part three, they continue giving monologues and don’t interact with their partner, or don’t know
how to deal with a partner who’s acting like that

4. In part four, they don’t speak long enough, or deeply enough
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Backwash

The backwash effect (also known as the washback effect) is the influence that a
test has on the way students are taught (e.g. the teaching mirrors the test because
teachers want their students to pass). elt.wikia.com/wiki/Backwash_effect

Discuss whether you agree with these 2 statements and how your answers might affect your teaching:

English is not a grammatical language

In any language grammar alone will not enable communication

“A student of Gymnazium, who is checked continuously in the whole area of grammar, will get a worse mark,
even though he knows the irregular verbs by heart as well and uses them in his speech correctly.”

https://is.muni.cz/th/221053/pedf b/finalni_uprava.pdf
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Helping students with writing: in depth

Shop assistants wanted for summer work

Good afternoon,

I’'m writing because of the offer. | want to know more details about this job. I’'m very
interested in fashion so I'd love to work in some of your fashion stores. I'm very suitable for
this kind of job because | like communication with people mainly with people from foreign
countries. | love new modern clothes. | always watch latest models. | can speak English,
German, Czech and Russian. I’'m always positive and | am self-confident and that is for job
as a shop assistant ideal. | can send you some of my photos with me, so you can see how
do | look or better — I'd be %ad to meet you somewhere and talk about it. As | said I'd want
to know something more about this.

Contact me on number 563 500 234.
Petr Novak

How the writing is assessed:

25% Content 25% Language 25% Organisation 25% Communicative Achievement
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Writing

A semi-formal email 3 Some parts of Mia's email are too informal.
Match the undertined words in the email

| can write a semi-formal email. - . :
! v 4 , Wwith these more suitable formal alternatives.

1 Read this extract from a letter. Is it formal or informai? Think 1 equipmant
of three questions you would ask about the prze mentioned in 2 informing
he letter. 3 | am Iooking forward to

4 = number of

Dear Miss Read. =L
We are delighted to inform you that you have won 6 pleased
first prize in our ‘Ideal School Meals Competition”. 4 Now match the phrases in pink in the email

The menu you suggested represents an ideal combination of healthy with these more formal alternartives.
and exciting food. Your prize is a place on one of our “Teen Cuisine’ a | hope to hear fromyou ...
weekend cookery courses for teenagers at the Manchester School Blam...

of Cookery. For more information, please coatact Diane Walsh at € couldyou clarify .2
dwalsh@msc.org and include details of any cookery experience you @ Dear M Waizh

may have so that we can place you in the correct group. € contacting you

f could | ask about .7
2 Read Mia's reply email. Does she ask any of your questions from couL
Exercise 17

'Hi Diane,
Thanks for your letter telling me that | have won
the competition. 1'm very happy and | can't
wait for the "Teen Cuisine’ experience. | am
getting in touch to ask for more information
about the course. | have lots of questions that |
hope you can answer.

First, ‘what are the dates and times of the next
course? | would also like to know what | need
to bring with me. 1 do not have my own special
clothing or kitchen stuff

You asked about cookery experence and in
fact, I have never done a cookery course before.
However, we did have some cookery lessons at
school and | do quite a lot of cooking at home.
You mentioned placing me in the corract group,
but *you didn‘t say which levels are available.
Thank you once again for choosing my menu

as the winner. *Write back and answer my
questions soon.

Yours sincerely,

Mia Read

cogng . body  ____ cpnin
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Writing

An email/A letter of application 4 Read the lemter and check your ideas in Exercise 2.
. ‘.z Then cross out the three sentences in the leter which
I can apply for a summer job. are not appropriate.
1 Read te job advert and answer te questions. 5
lead the jo 0 3nsw questio! Dear Sir or M

t acwertising?
ob? With to your ady in yesterday’s O\
Times, | would like to apply for the position of part-time office
- helper. At the moment. | am in my final year at school and |
How cl ) - y?
¥ How Sk do yo0 hawe to bemuaeely , vell be availzbie to start work from 1 June. | really need this job
5 What characteristics sheuld the candidate have? TR IO
& What ore the working housrs? T S o S
| am particuiarly N your company 1 hope
to study architecture at university. | enclose my CV for your
AREYOU LOO"'”?FOR; information. As you will s2e. | worked on 2 building site 35t
summer job? summer twas 3 bithard, bt | got a really good suntan
| do not have much experience of office work, but | am a fast
leamer. | have good communication skills and | enjoy working
a5 pan of 2 team. For these reasons, | feel | would be a suitable

1 What kind of jcb i

2 Izt = perman:

3 Iz it 2 welk-paid

Johnson's Bullders requires
an office helper - €10 per hour

Are you S 2
: - candidate for the job you are advertising.
sixteen * refisble 7
wh::;/and i I can be available for interview at any fime. | have listed my
We ) contact details on my CV. Please don't call me before ten o'dodk
excelient conditions * flexible hours odab
e e b e okl | look forward to hearing from you.
No previous experience necessary! Yours faithfully,
e R v, Richard pawson
Richard Dawson

2 If you saw this job advert in your local paper, would
you be interested? Wy %Why not? Discuss in pairs.
3 Imagine you want o apply for the job. Tick five pieces 5 Comple}e the WRITING FOCUS with the words in
of information you should include in your letrer of purple in the lewer.
o (WRITINGFOCuUs |
; ?”fwm":’_’:‘“ “w_'“ T An email/A letter of application
Sey whatyou are doing now. s

| am writing in response to your advertizement in/

Say how you intand to spand you

Give reasons why you are int e job

With "veferemes to your advertisement in ...

* Say why you are writing.
| am writing to express my interest in the postion off

Menticn your OV and ary relevant work experience.

Say why you liked or didn't like prev D,

able for an in

~Noe e w

Saywhenyou are

I

| would like to? the position of ...
* Say what you are doing now.

8 Warn them not to call you at certain times

Currently, | am/At? Jam ..
* Give reasons why you are interested n the job.
Hound your sdvertisement very interesting because/

lam® yout company because ...

* Mention your OV and any relevant work experience.
My experience inchuces/l worked for ... as ../
13 foryourinformation. Asyouwill z=e,
Iworked ...

| * Give reasons why you are suitable for the job.

I would be = suitable candidate for the job because .../

¢ .liee!lwould be a sutable candidate

— for the job you are advertising.

* Say when you are available for an interview.

lcanbe for i iew
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How the Speaking is assessed
25%

25% Pronunciation

25% Discourse Management (or fluency)

25% Interaction

PEARSON
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Describing a photo

1

In pairs, look at the photos and answer the questions.
1 Who are the people?

2 Where are
3 What are they doing?

they?
hey?

- [ 4 y == SN
2 Compiete sentences 1-3 in as many ways as possible
Wwith the adjectives in the box.

14 ribing people) He/She is
2§ bing feeling:
3 ribing places)

3 Listen and decide which photo the
speaker is describing. Give reasons for your answer.

4 Complete the description with words
and phrases from the SPEAKING FOCUS. Then listen
2gain and check.

' a famous suthor signing = book for a

young boy. 2 there are book shelves, so
3 they'reinabookshop. The authoris
awoman with blond hair. She's sitting behind a desk.
- friendlly and she's locking at the boy. She's
2 azking himwhat his name is 30 that she
canwrite 2 personal message. The boy ¢ i=
waaring 3 blue top. | think he's sbout eight years old. He
ery proud to mest
.l'dlove

ooks 2 bit shy, but”
the author of his favourite bo:

to meet my favourite author.

In thi:
phot

= photo, | can see/thers isfthers are ...

There are .., 5o | think they're in 2 bookshop/art gallery/
=t a concert, etc.

in the background/in the middlefin tha foreground

e left/on the nght

nt of/behind/next to

He/She looks shy/borec/tired, etc.
She'z probably ...
Perhaps/Maybe/| imagine/I'm sure he's very proud.

| think/l don't think ...
Perscnaly, ...
In my opinian, .

S In pairs, 1ake urns to describe the other two photos.
Use the SPEAKING FOCUS 1o heip you.

Now listen 1o people describing photos

B and C. Are the descriptions similar to yours? How are

they different?

7 In pairs, follow the instructions and take Turns o Talk
about music and art. Use the SPEAKING FOCUS o

help you.
Student A: Ack Stucant B these ques
* What kind of music do w

your favourite band or si
® De:
Student B: Azk Student A the following questions:
* What

saw lve music.

be 3 time when yo

ind of art do you like 2nd why?

be 2 time whan you visited 2 gallery or museum
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Accepting suggestions

Describing lost property

That sounds fantastic!
I'd love 1o go.

Well, ir's worth a wry.
| suppose iUl work.

Agreeing with opinions

| (completely) agree thavwith ...

| couldn't agree more thav'with ...
That's fine with me.

| think so to0.

Apologising

Informal phrases

F'm really sorry (that) ...

Sorry 1o bother you.

Sorry | haven't written for so long./Sorry for not writing for
50 long.

F'm writing to tell you how sorry | am to/about ...
It will never happen again.

Formal phrases

| apologise for ...

Piease accept my apoiogy for ...

Closing formulas: emails and letters

Informal phrases
Best wishes,
Bye for now,
See you!

Love,

Take care!

Al the best,

Formal phrases

Yours sincerely,
Regards.

Contacting people

Ways o contact people

Ifyou have any informarion, please contacvcal/leave
2 message for Alison on (09612244566).

Ifyou are interested in ..., call (JohnMs White)

To join us, call ...

Cali me on ... for more details.

Maintaining contact

Drop me a line sometime.

I hope 10 hear from you soon.

Give me a call later.

Letme know if you can make it or now
Iwas glad 1o hear about ...

I lost (my bag/passporvcoar/dog).

Describing features

tiswas ...

Size: huge/tiny/35cm x 25anvbig.

Shape: 'sq L

Colour: white/red and brown/light/dark green.

Mareriat made of leather/plastic/linen .

Age: young/ X years ient.

It has/had (two handles/a leather srap/a biue cover/Two
pockets/short sleeves/a black tail).

Reasons for search

| keep (all my files there).

It was something | borrowed/got as 2 birthaay present.

It is of great value/It's a really precious thing.
| can't live without it.

ft means a lot 1o me.Disagreeing

| gisagree thav'with ../l don't agree thavwith ...
| am totally against ...

I see what you mean, but ...

| see your point of view, but ...

I'm afraid | can’t agree with ...

I'm not convinced about ...

| gon't think it's the best solution.

Encouraging participation

Come on, don't be afraid/it's not difficulviv's easy!
Why don’tyou come ...7

Come and tell us whatyou think.

Come and have fun!

Don't miss it!

Ending an email/a letter

Informal phrases

It was good to hear from you.

Email me soon.

I'a beter get going/| must be going now./Got t0 go now.
Looking forward to your news/1o hearing from you again.
Say helio 0 ...

Give my love/my regards 1 ...

Have a nice (trip).

See you (soorvin the summer).

Write soon.

Keep in touch!

Formal phrases

I look forward to hearing from yowyour reply.
| nope to hear from you soon.

Expressing opinions

| believe/think/feel tha) ...

I really believe (that) ...

In my opinion/view, ... / To my ming, ...
The way | seeit, ...

It seems/appears 10 me (that) ...

My opinion is that ...

As far as | am concerned ...
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summary

For the feedback we give:

* Pay less attention to grammatical accuracy

* Pay more attention to range of vocabulary

* In writing, pay more attention to register ... in speaking to function

For the materials we use:
* Look for ones that constantly, even ‘silently’ practise the exam
* Look for integrated skills
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