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The Authentic 

Teacher 

 

Topic 

Authenticity 

 

Authentic 

Materials – Video 

and Culture 



Describe the last 

time you used 

English outside of 

work – when/why 

how/etc. 

 

Was this similar or 

different from how 

your students use / 

will use English? 





The Authentic Teacher 



Spot the Fib 

• I won a jiu-jitsu tournament 

when I was 20. 

 

• I have never seen Titanic. 

 

• As a student I worked in an 

ice factory. 



Teacher 

Authenticity… 

• Helps build rapport 

with learners 

• Makes teachers more 

approachable 

• Reminds learners that 

teachers are people! 



Topic Authenticity 



Solve the Anagrams! 

tanrue 

krwo 

hcootneygl 

rucetlu 

yfimal 

smailna 

ohem 

pgsiohpn 

Nature 

Work 

Technology 

Culture 

Family 

Animals 

Home 

Shopping 



Odd one out? 





• Spot the fib 

• Anagrams 

• Odd one out 
 

What happened 
there? 

Adaptable 

Gradable 

Materials-light 



Using and Adapting 
Authentic Content 



Sources for 

Authentic Content 

• Videos 

• Texts 

• Podcasts 

• Course books? 



Which one is the odd one out? 

A successful video lesson… 

1.…full of new language 

2.…starts with setting the topic 

3.…has watching tasks 

4.…contains a short video 

5.…allows leaners to interact 

  with the content 





Setting the Topic 

We’re going to watch a video about 

daily routines. 

1. Write down 3 things you do 

before school, and three things 

you do after school.  

2. Watch the video and when you 

see something you’ve written 

down, tick it. 



Other variations… 

 
• Predict 5 

words/phrases 

• Write 5 questions 

• Jumbled title 



Smarter Make 
Smartphones Do You? 

Do Smartphones 

Make you Smarter? 



Other variations… 

 
• Predict 5 

words/phrases 

• Write 5 questions 

• Jumbled title 

• Comprehension 

Questions 



• Lead-in tasks 

• Comprehension Tasks 

• Watching Tasks 

• Skills Development 

• Projects 



A fully integrated video-based lesson 



A successful video lesson… 

1.…starts with setting the topic 

2.…has one or more watching tasks 

3.…contains a short video of 2-4 minutes 

When combined… 

Learners interact with the 

content 



Culture as a Language 
Learning Tool 





English 

Around the 

World 

• Customs 

• Traditions 

• Holidays 

• Celebrations 



Memory Stars 

1. Draw a picture of a vivid 

memory 

 

2. Guess the who, what, when, 

where, why of your partner’s 

drawing 



Memory Stars - 

Topics 

1. Censorship 

2. School trips 

3. Family holidays 

4. Mishaps 

5. Foreign Cultures 



1. Is food important in your 

culture? 

2. Write down and discuss 3 

features of your culture 

3. How important is art in your 

country? 



Other topics for 

exploring culture: 

• Transport 

• Tipping 

• Geography 

• Food 

In other countries around the world… 



CHICKEN TIKKA MASALA 







Authentic 

teachers, topics, 

and content… 

…AUTHENTIC 

COMMUNICATION 



Thank You and                     

Happy Teaching 


