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Young Learners 

Do they learn better than older learners? 

There is no consistent support in the literature for 
the notion that younger second language learners 
learn more efficiently than older learners. 

David Singleton     

Should we ask them to develop „adult 
competencies“, such as autonomy and self-
direction? 

Interesting question, huh? How would that work? 
Could it work? 



Young Learners 

What is their learning environment? 

Classroom/ outside of the classroom 
 

What happens when the kid leaves the 
classroom? 



Student of the XXI century 
„Digital Native” or „Digital Immigrant”? 



What is blended learning? 

“learning which involves a 
combination of e-learning and 
face to face learning”. 

 
How to teach English with Technology (2007) Dudeney 

and Hockly 

 



How much time do your students spend 
  

DOING HOMEWORK? 



Do they enjoy it? 



Learning in Cyberworld 

• Imaginary worlds, fairy tales 
• Space Island – just another world 
• English as means of communication 

there 
• Exposure to English outside of the 

classroom 
• Kids only go there if it is fun 



Gaming 

• How many hours do people weekly 
spend playing computer games 
worldwide? 

• 3 billion hours 

• How many hours does an average 
person spend gaming by the age of 
21?  

• 10,000 hours 

Jane McGonigal: Gaming can make better world 



Gaming 

• Intense concentration 
• Deep focus on tackeling a 

complicated problem 
• surprise 

• Learning from mistakes 
• Get up after failure and try again 
• Stick with the problem 

• Constatnt positive feedback 
• Leveling up 
• Inspiring epic story 



Epic story 



Our Discovery Island Story 
How did it come alive? 

Fun, engaging and educational 

• 2009-2010 survey on 
Poptropica users 

• Focus groups with teachers 
• ELT version of Poptropica 



Our Discovery Island online 



What can it do for teacher 
www.ourdiscoveryisland.com 



www.ourdiscoveryisland.com/teachers 



Progress Review System 



Individual student view 



Graphs and tables 



Digital components 

• Our discovery island online 
• DVD 
• Active Teach 



Thank you! 
Magdalena Benešová 

sos@venturesbooks.com 
 


