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a) When I read something in English, I feel 
impatient when I don’t totally understand the 
meaning. 

 
 

b) It bothers me that I don’t understand everything 
the teacher says in English. 

 
 

c) When I write English compositions, I don’t like it 
when I can’t express my ideas exactly. 

 
 

d) I don’t like the feeling that my English  
pronunciation is not quite correct. 

The SLTAS questionnaire (Ely 1994) 
Write a number from 1-5 (1=strongly disagree, 5=strongly agree) 



Authentic 
Material 



The learner and TA 

• The ‘good learner’ 
 

Ambiguity tolerance (AT): 
What does research say? 



1. Good learners find their own way  
2. Good learners organize information about language  
3. Good learners are creative and experiment with language  
4. Good learners make their own opportunities, and find strategies for getting 

practice in using the language inside and outside the classroom  
5. Good learners learn to live with uncertainty and develop strategies for 

making sense of the target language without wanting to understand every 
word . 

6. Good learners use mnemonics 
7. Good learners make errors work  
8. Good learners use linguistic knowledge, including knowledge of their first 

language 
9. Good learners let the context help them in comprehension  
10. Good learners learn to make intelligent guesses  
11. Good learners learn chunks of language as wholes and formalized routines 
12. Good learners learn achievment techniques 
13. Good learners learn different styles of speech and writing and learn to vary 

their language according to the formality of the situation. 
 

Characteristics of a Good Learner 
(Rubin and Thompson) 



Characteristics of a Good Learner 
(Rubin and Thompson) 

5. Good learners learn to live 
with uncertainty and develop 
strategies for making sense of 
the target language without 
wanting to understand every 
word.  
 



The learner and TA 

What does research say? 

• The ‘good learner’ 
• Greater persistence 
• Higher level of achievement 
• More openness to new language 
 

The learner and TA Ambiguity tolerance (AT): 
What does research say? 



I like pizza 
my mom. 

I don’t like fizzy water. 
dogs. 

I like walking in the park and listening 
to music on my MP3 player... 
I like walking in the park and listening 
to music on my MP3 player... 
 
I like walking in the park and listening 
to music on my MP3 player... 



The learner and TA 

• The ‘good learner’ 
• Greater persistence 
• Higher level of achievement 
• More openness to new language 
• More risk taking 
• Higher scores in cloze, reading, and 

listening tests 
 

The learner and TA Ambiguity tolerance (AT): 
What does research say? 



Listening  
skills 

Ambiguity 
tolerance 

Exposure 
to 

authentic 
material 

Learner’s 
capacity 

to develop 



students who were exposed to authentic materials performed better 

satisfaction and positive attitudes  to authentic listening material 



Personally engaging  Less focus on 
language 

‘Enough’ accessible 
language Listening skill + AT      

Principles  
of selecting/using authentic video at low levels 

Low demand 1st task More authentic 
interaction 







Task frames for narrative 

Ordering 

Correction / TF 

Summarising 

A family 
A man 
A woman 

and buys a fish. 
and catches a fish. 
and catches two fish. 

goes to the market 
walks to the river 
crosses a bridge 

Tick the correct alternative in each group. 





Personally 
engaging 

Less focus on 
language 

Low demand 1st 
task 

More authentic 
interaction 

Heavily ‘scaffolded’ 
2nd task 

Recognition & 
guessing skills  

‘Enough’ accessible 
language Listening skill + AT  

Principles  
of selecting/using authentic video at low levels 











Do you have a healthy lifestyle? 

A Speakout BBC podcast 



I do like to keep a balance, so try 
and eat some fruit and vegetables 
every day but have some coffee 
on occasion or some chocolate  
if I feel like it.  



inquiry 

resources 
 & tasks 



Thank you! 
 

Steve Oakes 
steveoakes99@gmail.com 
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