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Exam content and overview

Paper/timing Test content

Test focus

Part 1 A modified cloze test containing eight gaps
followed by eight multiple-choice questions.

Part 2 A modified cloze test containing eight gaps.

Part 3 A text containing eight gaps. Each gap
corresponds to a word. The stems of the missing
words are given beside the text and must be
changed to form the missing word.

1 Part 4 Six separate questions, each with a lead-in
READING AND sentence and a gapped second sentence to be
USE OF ENGLISH completed in three to eight words, one of which
1hr 30 mins is a given 'key’ word.

Part 5 A text followed by six 4-option multiple-choice
questions.

Part 6 A text from which seven paragraphs have been
removed and placed in jumbled order, together
with an additional paragraph, after the text.

Part 7 A text or several short texts, preceded by 10
multiple-matching questions.

Candidates are expected to be able to: demonstrate
the ability to apply their knowledge and control of the
language system by completing a number of tasks

at text and sentence level; demonstrate a variety

of reading skills including understanding of specific
information, text organisation features, implication,
tone and text structure.

Part1 One compulsory question. Candidates are expected to write an essay
summarising and evaluating the key ideas contained
2 in two texts of approximately 100 words each.
WRITING Part 2 Candidates choose one task from a choice of five ~ Candidates are expected to be able to write non-
1hr 30 mins questions (including the set text options). specialised text types such as an article, a letter,
areport, a review or an essay.

Part 1 Three short extracts from monologues or Candidates are expected to be able to show
exchanges between interacting speakers. There understanding of feeling, attitude, detail, opinion,
are two multiple-choice questions for each purpose, agreement, gist, course of action, inference,
extract. function, specific information, etc.

3 Part 2 A monologue with a sentence completion task

LISTENING which has nine items.

Approx. 40 mins Part 3 A text involving interacting speakers, with five
multiple-choice questions.

Part4 Five short themed monologues, with 10 multiple-
matching questions.

Part 1 A conversation between the interlocutor and Candidates are expected to be able to respond to
each candidate (spoken questions). questions and to interact in conversational English,

using a range of functions in a variety of tasks.

Part 2 A two-way conversation between the candidates

4 (visual and written stimuli, with spoken
SPEAKING instructions).
16 mins Part 3 An individual ‘long turn’ for each candidate,

followed by a response from the second
candidate (written stimuli with spoken
instructions).
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Preface

exam will be introduced for the first time in March 2013.

This booklet contains specifications and sample papers for the

revised Cambridge English: Proficiency examination, also known as
Certificate of Proficiency in English (CPE). The revised version of the

Further information on the examination will be issued in the
form of:

*  regular update bulletins

* acomprehensive Cambridge English: Proficiency Handbook for

Teachers containing an additional set of sample papers
* anextensive programme of seminars and conference
presentations.

If you need any further copies of this booklet, please email
ESOLHelpdesk@CambridgeESOL.org

/

Contents

Introduction

The purpose of the revision project
The process of the project

Key changes - at a glance

About Cambridge ESOL

The world's most valuable range of English qualifications
Key features of Cambridge English exams

Quality - at the heart of what we do

Cambridge English: Proficiency - an overview
Who is the exam for?

Recognition

The level of Cambridge English: Proficiency

Marks and results

Exam content and processing

Factors affecting the design of the examination
A thorough test of all areas of language ability
International English

Administrative information

Reading and Use of English
General description

Structure and tasks

Sample paper

Answer key

N N N N - w w w w W w w NN NN NN

o u1 v

12

Writing

General description

Structure and tasks

Task types in the Writing paper
The two parts of the Writing paper
Sample paper

Sample responses

Examiners and marking

Assessment

Listening
General description
Structure and tasks
Sample paper
Sample script

Answer key

Speaking

General description
Structure and tasks
Sample paper
Examiners and marking
Assessment

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH: PROFICIENCY SPECIFICATIONS AND SAMPLE PAPERS

13
13
13
14
15
16
18
19
19

20
20
20
21
24
28

29
29
29
30
33
33


mailto:esolhelpdesk%40cambridgeesol.org?subject=

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH: PROFICIENCY | INTRODUCTION

Introduction

The Cambridge English: Proficiency examination was originally offered
in 1913. Numerous updates, most recently in 2002, have allowed
the examination to keep pace with changes in language teaching
and testing.

This booklet gives information on the outcome of the revision of
Cambridge English: Proficiency. Changes will be introduced from
March 2013.

The purpose of the revision project

The purpose of the project was to revise Cambridge English: Proficiency
in order to ensure that it continues to meet the needs of candidates,
teachers, centres and other users in terms of content and length.

The aims were to ensure the updated examination:

* is suitable for use for higher education study purposes

* s suitable for use for career enhancement purposes

« feels fresh and modern and retains appropriate and specific
testing focuses for each paper

* isthoroughly validated and reflects the most up-to-date
methodological approach to communicative language testing

* is more user-friendly in terms of its length

* continues to set the standard for C2 level exams.

The outcome is as follows, and is the result of extensive research,
consultation with users, and trialling of exam material.

The process of the project
The project has included the following main stages:

1. Data collection, e.g. market information including survey
questionnaires sent to teachers and Centre Exams
Managers; information on candidates collected on Candidate
Information Sheets.

2. The development of examination specifications, including the
development of the test construct, test content and the definition
of the test focuses; the development, production, editing and
trialling of draft task types and materials; and research into the
validity and reliability of the material and assessment procedures.

3. The production of examination support materials, including
public specifications, and training materials for writers of
examination materials and examiners.

Throughout the project, Cambridge ESOL has gathered feedback on
its proposals for the examination by holding consultation meetings
with stakeholders. During trialling, teachers and students were asked
to complete questionnaires on trial materials.

Key changes - at a glance

These are the key changes to the Cambridge English: Proficiency
examination that will be introduced in March 2013.

= Cambridge English: Proficiency will have four papers instead of
five. While the knowledge assessed in the current Use of English
paper is assessed across all four papers in the new exam, many of
the tasks have been retained in modified formats in the Reading
and Use of English paper.
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*  The new Cambridge English: Proficiency exam will be shorter than
the previous examination by approximately 2 hours. However,
careful exam design means that Cambridge English: Proficiency still
assesses at exactly the same high level, retains all of the language
and skills coverage as the current exam, and introduces new tasks
and testing focuses in each of the written papers.

*  From 2013 candidates will be able to choose to take Cambridge
English: Proficiency as either a paper-based or computer-based
exam. This will offer candidates more choice about how they take
their exam and introduce more exam dates.

About Cambridge ESOL

Cambridge English: Proficiency is developed by University of Cambridge
ESOL Examinations (Cambridge ESOL), a not-for-profit department
of the University of Cambridge.

Cambridge ESOL is one of three major exam boards which form the
Cambridge Assessment Group (Cambridge Assessment). More

than 8 million Cambridge Assessment exams are taken in over 150
countries around the world every year (correct as of January 2011).

The world’s most valuable range of English
qualifications

Cambridge ESOL offers the world's leading range of qualifications
for learners and teachers of English. Over 3 million people take our
exams each year in 130 countries.

Cambridge ESOL offers assessments across the full spectrum of
language ability. We provide examinations for general communication
and for academic and professional purposes (including specialist
legal and financial English qualifications). All of our exams are aligned
to the principles and approach of the Common European Framework
of Reference for Languages (CEFR).

Cambyrig

Arange of exams ¢

ge English

0 meet different needs.

Independent user

Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR)

To find out more about Cambridge English exams and the CEFR, go to
www.CambridgeESOL.org/CEFR

In addition to our own programmes of world-leading research, we
work closely with professional bodies, industry professionals and

governments to ensure that our exams remain fair and relevant to
candidates of all backgrounds and to a wide range of stakeholders.


http://www.CambridgeESOL.org/CEFR

Key features of Cambridge English exams
Cambridge English exams:

* are based on realistic tasks and situations so that preparing for
their exam gives learners real-life language skills

* accurately and consistently test all four language skills - reading,
writing, listening and speaking - as well as knowledge of language
structure and its use

= encourage positive learning experiences, and seek to achieve a
positive impact on teaching wherever possible

= are as fair as possible to all candidates, whatever their national,
ethnic and linguistic background, gender or disability.

Quality - at the heart of what we do

Cambridge ESOL's commitment to providing exams of the highest
possible quality is underpinned by an extensive programme of
research and evaluation, and by continuous monitoring of the
marking and grading of all Cambridge English exams. Of particular
importance are the rigorous procedures used in the production and
pretesting of question papers.

At the heart of all these processes are the systems and procedures
that drive our search for excellence and continuous improvement.
While these systems involve complex research and technology, the
underlying philosophy is simple and is designed around five essential
principles:

Validity - are our exams an authentic test of real-life English?
Reliability - do our exams measure consistently and fairly?

Impact - does our assessment have a positive effect on teaching and
learning?

Practicality - does our assessment meet learners' needs within
available resources?

Quality - how we plan, deliver and check that we provide excellence
in all of these fields.

How we implement this approach across our organisation is
explained in Principles of Good Practice, which can be downloaded free
at www.CambridgeESOL.org/Principles

The ISO 9001:2008 standard

All systems and processes for designing, developing and delivering
exams and assessment services are certified as meeting the
internationally recognised ISO 9001:2008 standard for quality
management.

Cambridge English: Proficiency -
an overview

Cambridge English: Proficiency was originally introduced in 1913 and is
a high-level qualification that is officially recognised by universities,
employers and governments around the world. Based on extensive
research, numerous updates over the years have allowed the exam

to keep pace with changes in language teaching and testing and

have ensured the exam remains reliable and relevant for candidates.
A full history of the development of Cambridge English: Proficiency is
detailed in Continuity and Innovation: Revising the Cambridge Proficiency
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in English Examination 1913-2002; Studies in Language Testing volume
15; Weir, C and Milanovic, M (eds); Cambridge University Press,
2003.

Who is the exam for?

Cambridge English: Proficiency is taken by candidates in over 70
countries and by more than 160 nationalities. Typically they are
people seeking to achieve exceptional ability with English in order to:

»  study demanding subjects at the highest levels, including
postgraduate and PhD programmes

» actively engage with academic life by participating confidently in
tutorials and seminars

* lead on complex and challenging research projects

* negotiate and persuade effectively at senior management level in
international business settings.

Who recognises the exam?

= Cambridge English: Proficiency is accepted by universities,
employers, governments and other organisations around the
world as proof of the ability to use English to function at the
highest levels of academic and professional life.

« Itisrecognised by the UK Border Agency as meeting the
language requirements for Tier 1, 2 and 4 immigration, covering
study and working in the UK*.

«  The exam has been accredited by Ofqual, the statutory
regulatory authority for external qualifications in England, and
its counterparts in Wales and Northern Ireland, at Level 3 in the
National Qualifications Framework, under the title ‘Cambridge
ESOL Level 3 Certificate in ESOL International’.

*  The UK's Universities and Colleges Admissions Service
(UCAS) awards candidates with Cambridge English: Proficiency
up to 140 UCAS Tariff points* towards their application
to UK universities and higher education institutions.
www.CambridgeESOL.org/UCAS-points

* Accurate as of April 2011

For more information about recognition go to
www.CambridgeESOL.org/recognition

What level is the exam?

Cambridge English: Proficiency is set at Level C2 - the highest level

on the CEFR scale. C2 is required in demanding academic and
professional settings, and achieving a certificate at this level is proof
that a candidate has the linguistic competence to use English with a
fluency and sophistication approaching that of a native speaker.

Marks and results

Cambridge English: Proficiency gives detailed, meaningful results.

All candidates receive a Statement of Results. Candidates whose
performance ranges between CEFR Levels C2 and C1 will also receive
a certificate:

Statement of Results
The Statement of Results outlines:

» the candidate’s result. This result is based on the total score
gained by the candidate in all four papers.
» agraphical display of the candidate’s performance in each paper


http://www.CambridgeESOL.org/UCAS-points
http://www.CambridgeESOL.org/recognition
http://www.CambridgeESOL.org/Principles
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(shown against the scale Exceptional - Good - Borderline -
Weak).

» astandardised score out of 100 which allows candidates to see
exactly how they performed.

The Common European
Framework of Reference Pro

Cambridge English:

Proof of
exceptional
C English ability
Proficient
user
C1 Level C1
Fail
B2
B
Independent
user
B1
A2
A
Basic user
Al
Certificate

We have enhanced the way we report the results of our exams
because we believe it is important to recognise candidates’
achievements.

Certificate of Proficiency in English - Level C2
Grade A, Bor C

If a candidate achieves grade A, B or C in their exam, they will receive
the Certificate of Proficiency in English at Level C2.

Level C1 certificate

If a candidate’s performance is below Level C2, but falls within Level
C1, they will receive a Cambridge English certificate stating that they
demonstrated ability at C1 level.

Exam content and processing

Cambridge English: Proficiency is a rigorous and thorough test of
English at Level C2. It covers all four language skills - reading, writing,
listening and speaking. In preparing for Cambridge English: Proficiency,
candidates develop the skills they need to make practical use of the
language in a variety of contexts and to communicate effectively in
English.

Factors affecting the design of the examination

Analysis of Cambridge English: Proficiency candidate information data
and market survey questionnaires showed consistent agreement

on administrative aspects of the examination and how the revised
examination could best reflect candidates’ needs and interests.
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The updated examination has incorporated the insights provided by
this information and aims to provide:

*  coverage of candidates’' needs and interests

«  coverage of language abilities underlying these needs and
interests in reading, control of language systems (grammar and
vocabulary), writing, listening and speaking

* reliable assessment across a wide range of testing focuses

*  positive educational impact

* ease of administration

* amore user-friendly experience for candidates.

A thorough test of all areas of language ability

The updated exam is comprised of four papers: Reading and Use
of English, Writing, Listening and Speaking. It is shorter than the
previous examination by approximately 2 hours.

Each of the four papers carries 25% of the total marks. Detailed
information on each paper and sample papers follow later in this
handbook, but the overall focus of each paper is as follows.

Reading and Use of English: 1 hour 30 minutes

Candidates need to be able to understand texts from publications
such as fiction and non-fiction books, journals, newspapers and
magazines.

Writing: 1 hour 30 minutes

Candidates have to show that they can produce two different pieces
of writing: a compulsory one in Part 1, and one from a choice of five
in Part 2.

Listening: 40 minutes

Candidates need to show they can understand the meaning of
a range of spoken material, including conversations, lectures,
seminars, broadcasts and talks.

Speaking: 16 minutes

Candidates take the Speaking test with another candidate or in a
group of three, and are tested on their ability to take part in different
types of interaction: with the examiner, with the other candidate
and by themselves.

Each of these four test components provides a unique contribution to
a profile of overall communicative language ability that defines what a
candidate can do at this level.

International English

English is used in a wide range of international contexts. To reflect
this, candidates’ responses to tasks in Cambridge English exams are
acceptable in all varieties and accents of English, provided they do
not interfere with communication. Materials used feature a range of
accents and texts sourced from English-speaking countries, including
the UK, North America and Australia. US and other versions of
spelling are accepted if used consistently.

Administrative information

As with the current Cambridge English: Proficiency examination,
candidates must be entered through a recognised Cambridge ESOL
centre. Find your nearest centre at www.CambridgeESOL.org/centres


http://www.CambridgeESOL.org/centres

Reading and Use of English

General description

FORMAT

The paper contains seven parts.
For Parts 1to 4, the test contains
texts with accompanying grammar
and vocabulary tasks, and
separate items with a grammar
and vocabulary focus. For Parts 5
to 7, the test contains a range of
texts and accompanying reading
comprehension tasks.

TIMING

1 hour 30 minutes

NO. OF PARTS

7

NO. OF QUESTIONS 53

TASK TYPES Multiple-choice cloze, open
cloze, word formation, key word
transformation, multiple matching,
gapped text, multiple choice.

WORD COUNT 2,900-3,400

MARKS Parts 1-3 - each correct answer

receives 1 mark; Part 4 - each correct
answer receives up to 2 marks.

For Parts 5-6, each correct answer
receives 2 marks; for Part 7, each
correct answer receives 1 mark.

Structure and tasks

PART 1

TASKTYPE  Multiple-choice cloze

FOCUS The main focus is on vocabulary, e.g. idioms,
collocations, fixed phrases, complementation,
phrasal verbs, semantic precision.

FORMAT A modified cloze containing eight gaps
followed by eight 4-option multiple-choice
items.

NO. OF QS 8

PART 2

TASKTYPE  Open cloze

FOCUS The main focus is on awareness and control of
grammar with some focus on vocabulary.

FORMAT A modified cloze test containing eight gaps.

NO. OF QS 8

£

Structure and tasks (cont.)

PART 3

TASKTYPE  Word formation

FOCUS The main focus is on vocabulary, in particular
the use of affixation, internal changes and
compounding in word formation.

FORMAT A text containing eight gaps. Each gap
corresponds to a word. The stems of the
missing words are given beside the text and
must be changed to form the missing word.

NO. OF QS 8

PART 4

TASKTYPE  Key word transformations

FOCUS The focus is on grammar, vocabulary and
collocation.

FORMAT Six separate items, each with a lead-in
sentence and a gapped second sentence to
be completed in three to eight words, one of
which is a given key’ word.

NO. OF QS 6

PART 5

TASKTYPE  Multiple choice

FOCUS Detail, opinion, attitude, tone, purpose, main
idea, implication, text organisation features
(exemplification, reference).

FORMAT A text followed by 4-option multiple-choice
questions.

NO. OF QS 6

PART 6

TASKTYPE  Gapped text

FOCUS Cohesion, coherence, text structure, global
meaning.

FORMAT A text from which paragraphs have been
removed and placed in jumbled order after the
text. Candidates must decide from where in
the text the paragraphs have been removed.

NO. OF QS 7

PART 7

TASKTYPE  Multiple matching

FOCUS Detail, opinion, attitude, specific information.

FORMAT A text or several short texts, preceded by
multiple-matching questions. Candidates
must match a prompt to elements in the text.

NO. OF QS 10
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SAMPLE PAPER

PARTS 2-3: Questions 9-24

READING AND USE OF ENGLISH
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PART 4: Questions 25-30

<« Jano uing

19A20S)RYM

‘uonejaban Jo pioasp Aj9)e|dwoo sem eale ay |

0¢

62

QUOAIOAD *rF "t rr et s.eleleN
awed

‘ubBisal 0} eljeleN pajoadxa ApoqoN 8Z

SBM BU JOJBIJOBEU *1rrrrrrr s s 1SOW Sem |
moy

"aAISSa.dW JSOW Sem JojejoBbau e se [|Iys Siy ‘aw 104 T

w\AmU wwmr: ﬂODUOLQ ;_m_jo_tma umr: ...................................................... whmsl_l
puewsap

‘sAep asay} Jonpoud Jejnoiued jey) Ang ajdoad Auew JoN 9Z

“axe) (M SETENT
Buiey

"qol siy} op o} ae} [lim } Buo] moy Joipaud o} sjqissodwi s3] §Z

‘Joays Jamsue djesedas ayj uo spiom Buissiw sy} Ajuo SN

Puiyogem Aw 01 Loosfqo Aue aney 7 0 7

GIUIBA NOK S[IUM MOA *#++5++He e sttt nok og
uonoalqo

Juted noA ajiym noA yoiem |y puiwu noAog 0

:a)dwex3

'(0) @|dwexa ue s| a1aH "uaAlb pJjom ay} Buipnjoul ‘spijom Jybia pue aaayy

usam}eq asn jsnw nNoA ‘udAIlb piom ayj abueys jou og -usAlb plom By} Buisn ‘sousjuses
811} 8y} 0} Bujuesw Jejwis e sey )i Jey} 0OS 80USJUSS PUODSS By} 9)9|dwod ‘gg — GZ suonsanb Jo4

¥ Hed

9

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH: PROFICIENCY SPECIFICATIONS AND SAMPLE PAPERS



PROFICIENCY | READING AND USE OF ENGLISH PAPER

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH

READING AND USE OF ENGLISH

31-36

Questions

PART 5

<« 19A0 uIn|

"90Ua}j0 9¥E)} 0} ¥oInb

as|ndwi uo joe 0} suoid

‘puiw siy dn axew o} ajgeun
‘sanbes||09 siy ases|d 0} snoixue

<mon

SI 8y ey} sI 10}Ipa 8y} Jo uaAlb uoissaidwi ay

‘syueoljdde Auew ay} uey) Jopeq Sem ays mauy ays
-abejuenpe ue Jay uanlb pey abe Jay ybnoyy ays
‘pauaddey }1 MOy puejsiapun 0} 8|geun Sem ays

"}l paAIBSap ays asnedaq sem }l padoy ays

a
o]
]
v

¢qol 8y} 106 8ys jey} 10} 8Y} 10} JUNOSDE AONT PIP MOY ‘UOHOB|BI UQ

*J0})IPd By} Y}m 3|gnoJ} aney [|Im AonT sjoadxe
‘Bunum noge Juswabpnl [eonuo poob sey
‘qof s ,Aon Jnoge s spuejsiapun
‘papulw-juasqe pue |njebioy si

a
o]
=]
v

uaainey\ Jayjow s,Aon ey} paysabbns si

*AouEdeA B JN0ge UOIBWIO)Ul SWOS PaISA0DSIP pey ays
‘Buiodau aAnoaye Joy uoneindal e pauleb pey ays
"J0}Ipae saunjesy ay} passaidwi pey ays

"918U) PEXJOM OUM pusdlly e pey ays

a
o]
g
v

¢Aep jeuoneu ay) uo qol e 10} Aidde 0y apioap AonT apew Jeypn

‘g|qissod se sjoejuod Auew se ayew
‘suonenyis Aypomsmau auniny Ayuapl
‘Bunum Jo ajAs [eIsianoljuod e ydope
‘SJlejje Jua.iINd Jnoge pawojul J9sinoA deay

0} S| }sljeulnol soue|eal) B SB SSB00NS JO 18108S 8y} Syuly} Aon

"}JoMm Jay o} uinjal Jiey e pajuasaidal |
aJow ) pajepaidde aney pinoys ays
*Ajnoas Jo asuas e Jay uaIb pey |
*dn 31 8AIB 0} ysijoo} usaq pey ays

a
o]
]
v

¢ uiea 0} pasn ays Alejes ay} Jnoge |99} AonT pip moy ‘qof Jay Buiso| Jeyy

9¢

S¢

ve

€€

(4%

3

*90UQISIX [BNPIAIPUL
Jo ASreyie] oy Jo Aue POTUSp ‘SMIU ) JO YSNI PIBMUO 9y} Yym Aep 0} Aep WOIJ PauNy 9Ys YSnoy) se wads 0} sem
11 100dsomnar ur Jey) of1y orjqnd Jo sIrejye oy) 0} paydIY AJYSLIOAJ] OS SeM OUS [OIyMm SuLmp awm jey) ‘uedaq i1 0s puy

*Kon'] Suex puy -ouoyd o) 10J PAYILAI Y WOOI Y} JO INO
sem onSea[[0o oY) Sk U0OS Sy "dsou sIy Jopun dn SurSueS om) osay) JO UOTIOU Y} J& UAY) PUE ‘UOISIOAP SIY Aq P[NOM
sty jey) uonduwnsse oy Je 1S ‘UONBUSIPUT OWIOS YIIM PAUSI] 10JIPd Y[, 'SIY JO AUOID PJO SIY) YIIM UONRIOOSSE
1050[0 Jo 19adso1d oy Jo uonorsHEs YIM uaods pue 9d1JJ0 SIY OJUT PAY[EM PEY PINI[SIP ISOW Y dnTea[[0d oY) USYM
— ouoyd oy dn yo1d 0 Jnoqe ULaq pey — JYOrY PIUOSEAs ) 0) UWNJOO A} SULIAJJO JO 2FIOA ) UO USAQ Per] I0JIPo A1)
108 UL JeY) SeM MOWY 0} IOAdU sem 3 JeyAy “A[dde 0) s[eAlr 1oylng jo amjrej ay) Io ‘yusunuiodde ot 10J paIopISU0d
SI0T)0 Jo soroenbopeul oY) WOIJ U9q OABY ABWI QIOY) SOUEISISSE IOAdJRYM LM SUO[E JJOSIOY P[O} OYS ‘SILIOW 1oy
uo qof oy 108 oaey Jsnw 2yg ‘winid e Jo Sunpowos sem siy) pue 404 Sunok sem S "Yon| pIOM 3} MO[[e 0} Pasnjal
ays -oumioy poos Jo 2021d ® ueaq Ajqeqoid pey jusunurodde 1oy jeyy jySnoyy Lon ‘Ouo[e sem dys UM ‘I10je]

. QIAYMAWIOS WY} JO Aue
108 [[1S 9A ] J1 JOpUOM | °[0OOUOS J& SABSSO A[OAO] QWIS PIP NOX "I0AJ[d A10A o1,noA yuryy | -aamoid Suriepey L1oA €
jou s Jey) 9qARW 1() "101I0YS JIq B IRy INoA )M 1o339q 91, noA yuly) [, "A[Ju1oSI[[oq UdSINBIAl Pres ‘Al way) 3] isnf,

Juowowr Aue
e oW AI1J P[Nod A9 Inq ‘KemAue J1ejs e s,)], "Ioyiej-dols 1oy ‘oonig pue ‘USAINEJA ‘IOYIOW IOy 0} PIes dYs 4els v,

‘Areyuaunod 2andaorad e Ajddns jsnur oys yorym 0} SJUIA? Jo suIny pue sjsimy o) s dn Surdoeay jo amssord
J[qejaaur 2y osfe inq Krunpioddo [nyrepuom e AJuo jou yym 1oy pajuadsaid qol ayy jeyy pasijear ays ‘AjjeonewSerd
olow SUDYUIYL JBY) MOJ[0J 0) ssdoons pue owej sdeyrod pue ‘onboyd Arefes e 9q p,oIOY], I 0) XU ‘OZIS
dureys-o3ejsod ‘yderSojoyd 1oy pue ourj-Aq UMO 1oy [)Im UWN[0O A[AaM B dABY P, 2YS "duwed [[ed duoyd oy ‘usy) puy

‘3uippoid pue [eueq ‘Qukpoue A[qissod isnl 10
‘[RUISLIO PUB SAISIOUI )OUIOONS Sem ‘AILIB[D 9IN[OSQR (IIM MBS JUS ‘YOIYM UONNGLIUOD SIY PLAl 3YS {19y I9)Je Uni [eLn
® UJAIS SeM OB PAUOSEas B JUSIULIO) B 10J S[IeU IOy Pamatd dS ,U00S AI9A A[eal, 19y painsse A9y} ,‘U00S, ‘pIes
Aoyy ‘mouy] nok 191 [[,9M, "PIes Aoy) 9ealn), "paysiqnd Loyl yoiym uni [ern e se 0991d © Jruqns 0) payse sem oyS

JUIM IAIOU JOY 910J9q [[ed duoyd ATessadou o) opewr AonT ~yeads 0) 0s ‘paIayIoyun sem ‘ASIOAONUOD pue
uonuaye oyoA0Id 0} Se 0S USYLIM PUE JUSWOW JY) JO SId)EUI 0) PISSAIPpe A[[EUONIPLI) ‘UWN0d JY ], “ISNp JO pnojd
e ur poyedop pue I03Ipd oY) JO [NOJ US[[eJ pey s)stuwn[od Jengor s Joded oty jo duo Jeyy poured] pue souejurenboe
UB [)IM UONESIOAUOD OJUI [[9J OUS ‘UNLIM P,OYUS SOLIOSY) [EUONEONPI ISIJE] oY) U0 9931d dAnenoads & 10A0 papuey
Suraey “10y uodn A[punj podOO] 29UIS PEY JOJPS SAINLd) 9soym pue 9991d uondniiod Jo uoIpned IdYy uoyel pey
UoIyMm AJTep [eUOnEU oY) JO SIOIJJO ) OJuI pay[esm dys Aep ouo udy) puy "Sunipa-Adod pue Surpeaijooid jo [rupeon
oy 0) wnar e ‘Appesq ‘orerdwoiuod o) ueSoq oys ‘s[[iq Yy Aed jou pip om} 10 Jeam AI9Ad Plos J[oNIe uB g

"0ounod 0) Apeal ‘0ourISWNOIIO 10] Jem Ul SUIA] ‘WAY) JO Pedye se sSUTY) JO JSeaIqe 9q 0} YONUI 0S JOU Papasu
nok ‘mes oys ‘opexn) siy} uj ‘sonsst Jurpuadur jo syury 1oy ssaxd oy} paoos ays ‘Ajsnorxuy 3 uodn ur Surwoy pue
ansst ue Surpods 10J ‘JUSWIUIOD dAISBIqR 10J owel & Sur)as sem oyg ‘[eroues ur Ansnpur oejlIay ) uo Suroelq pue
dreys Suryowos Jo yoIeas Ul J0JIPS S2IMEIJ oY) Aq PIOTIOU Sem J[o1Ie I0H “pue[Sud Jo ypiou oy ul yied dwoy) & Jo
Suns [BISIOA0IIUO0O 21} AJeTNSIAUT 0) UOISSIUUWIOD & 0) o] winy ut siy [ “1odedsmou A[rep jeuoneu e Aq dn paddeus sem
yorym uondniiod jo uoipneds your & Sursodxo aoo1d e 9jo1m pue ojdoad 03 payje) ‘pajeSnsaAul ‘a1oy) Juom Ao Um0}
[eIpayes Juade[dwod & ur MOI JUSWUIOAOS [e00] B Jnoqe Jjo 1oy paddn pue yoeordde pepurw-irey 1oy pajeroardde
oym uerdniod UBWOM © Jo 9[ijoid B 9J0IM dUS "UOISSIWIOD & 105 pue AYon| Jonis oys sowWnowos ‘suonsaisns pue
SO[oTIE PaYIdI[oSUN YIIm S1031pa pareddad pue pouoydeo) pue s10)a] 9101m ays ‘A[paSS0(] "SAYILI 1SO] AYI] SeM I MOU
nq ‘[rewss A[QAISLIOp pawoas skem[e pey anbayo Arefes 1endar oy, "papjoj auizeSew Ayeam Ajjenb oy 19ye syjuown
XIS 10J SIOM 90UB[AI) U0 A[oI 0] Pey oYS "PAUIIIUOD AIOM SOUNLIOJ UMO IdY dIoM 1oy 10J porrad snomesad & sem J]

Jadedsmau € uo qol mau e 393 Lony

‘Joays Jomsue

ajesedas ay} uo siamsue JnoA ey 1xa} 8y} 0} Buipiodoe }saq sy Julyy NoA yoiym (@ Jo 9 ‘g ‘v)

JOMSUB By} 9sooyd ‘9¢ — L€ suonsanb 104 |9AOU B WOl Joelxa ue peal o} Buiob ale noA
S Hed

8

PROFICIENCY SPECIFICATIONS AND SAMPLE PAPERS

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH



PROFICIENCY | READING AND USE OF ENGLISH PAPER

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH

37-43

Questions

PART 6

<« Jano uing

‘s3urjdes peop jo spaipuny
im pasoni| sdoj[iy oyy SuiAea| ‘parp pue
0 paup sooxn pajue[d A[mou oY) ‘puelst o
uo sarddns 1o1em payw] YA\ C[nyssadonsun
udeq JIe} 0s oABY sowdyos Junuerdar [re
‘opeoop jsed oy ur sydwope snorownu yidseq
*SONLIOYINE S PUB[SI AY) 0) UIAOU0d Fulisearour
JO u20q 2Aey uoISaI SIY} Ul S[[IY 2Ieq YL

*SJUdPISAI Auewa
10 159q J& UoNEednod0 PUANIIM B OJUI I pouIN)
Sy ‘ONUAAdI JO 90INOS B SB WISLINO) JO OSLI
) YIM pauIquod ‘pue JnduyIp A[Sursearour
ammnouSe opew sey SIY] Cpue[uwIe} Jo
uoneSLLI 9y} U0 SUONLNSAI SN oIe 219y} pue
‘Oa1suadxe  AIoA ow009q Sey djolezue Ul
I0)eM St yousq AJUILLIdD PNOM  SIOULIE]

.'SOABJ] J19]} UO IMISIOW
oy aimdeo pue Zoj oy yonoy 0} ydnoud
ey 108 10A9u A2y, ‘plogery sAes  ‘paip
s3urjdes oy Aym s jeyp, ‘punoid oyj soyonoy
Arorer 80y oy os ‘[oad] punoid je udddey
0} SIY} 10J 10U 00} SI UIRIUNOW 3y} JO J0BJINS
oy -syordoip ojur inodeA yoLI-oINISIoW 2910}
SUIB)UNOW dY) PUBSI ) JOAO MO[q SPULM dpe)
A} Sy "dj0IezueT UIdYMIOU JO Ssurejunowr )
I0AO WLIOJ SPNOJO ‘SYIUOW 1SaNOY oY) Ul USAH

‘soLIBUR))
SY) Ul SPuB[SI I9YIO O} PAULUOD dUls Fuo[
so10ads 10y je31qey Surpraold ‘uinjar o) doueyod
© OABY [[IM WISAS009 15910] 150[-SU0[ & pue
‘onoxduar [1m qros oy jo Ajpenb ayy ‘yoeq are
$901) A} 20U "U0IF2I Y} Jo A30[099 d[OYM )
uo joedwr ue oAey pue 9joIezue WIdYMOU JO
Suuoo1d peardsopim ajouwl € I93F1 (1M SOA1)
o) sadoy oy sAes QuUAWUOIIAUL JY} JO FIeYD
Ul JO[[IOUNOO UMO) [EO0] 9} ‘BUNOY OUBIOIBIA]

17

"oIeq Inq [[e
SI ‘9)0IBZUEBT ‘QUO INQ ‘IPA0J 1SAI0] JO 22139p
SWIOS JABY [[U)S SPUB[SI Y} JO ISOJA ‘PuB[ULIR]
10J Aem 9yew 0) pue UONONIISUOD ‘POOMIIL)
10J POAOWAI — ISO| UAdq SeYy ISaI0J SPuelsl
oy Jo yonwr ‘YInoyy ‘APuddcar IO ‘uorfar
AIp 9SIMISYI0 UB payoudnb pue spuim apen oy
woy amysiow padden jeyy s1sa10j pnoo you
Pey SPue[sI 9y} JO UAAJS [[e ‘Aq ouo3 souwm uf

*J8210J pnojo ay Sunjeisural Aq dJ1] 03 yoeq
JySnoIq oq pInoo Aoy ‘Iojem JO 99INOS Ulew
S, PUE[SI AU} 99U "UMOP 1oMO] SeaTe Furjoa[[0o
ojul pauteIp 9sdy], ‘siyinbe  punoiSiopun
ojur pue opisurgjunow oy) dn  spouum
POAIRD SJUBIQRYUI S PUB[SI oY} ‘0Se SALIMUL)

“JB3A JO SuII) 159110 9Y) B UIAD ABp
© SanI] A1} padeIdAe 9)Is AuQ "Aep yoed 19jem
JO sani[ om) Jo 9FeISAR UB SOYDIED JOU JO 210Ul
arenbs & ‘s9)IS WS UO JBY) PUNOJ sey pPoqary
pue ‘Gui[pass suo yoddns 03 ySnous aq pinoys
Aep © omy y -Suistwolrd ool synsa1 oyl

*SOA[OSWAY) 191eM F0J ) 199][09 0} Y3noud
ey oq pnom sSurdes ‘s10309[j00 oy o
wolj 19jem Jo s1edk om) sdeyrod 1)y "y ur
BAIR ORI )S910J01 0] punoIe paAow Sureq s}oU
JO Ioqunu I9[[eWS B YIM SITeIS Ul UOp 9q
PINOJ SIY) 10 ‘QUUI) dUIes JY) Je [[e S)SAI0) MIU
M0I3 0] S19U YIIM PAIdA0D 9q P[nod sdoy[[iy oy
1yny ‘sAes 9y ‘sAem om) Jo duo ur pageuewr
9Q Pp[NOd QWAYOS snoniquie  dlouw  SIYJ,

“wes 9Y) Op P[NOJ BILYY ISIAN UI SIoqysiou
ouoxd-ourey sy sdeyiod uoy) ‘puejuiiej pue
S1S310J 0} 1 JIOAUOD PUE Il JY) WO INISIOW Yd)ed
ueo djorezue Jj| paIdjem pue udaiS odeospuey oy
99S 0} PaduU I19)edI3 B M pue ‘Aeme Iej j0u SulAll
o1doad 103 paydepe aq Aew sdoyiy s puejst a3} uo
80J SunsoAIey WOL PIUIBS] SUOSSI] dY) INQ ‘UIIS 9q
0) SUIBWAI PUB[SI Y} UO 2IN)NOLISE 0) UINjI d[edS
-o31e[ © jdwoid [[im Sunsoatey S0j 10U 10 IOYIOYM

2

‘uoseas
JSLINO) JIowwns oY) Julmp AJeroadss ‘uoneurfesap
uo doudpuadop Suimoid s puelst ayj Suronpar ‘a1
0S[e PInod sAd[[eA Ay} Ul UMOp S[[om ‘suaddey siyy
31 -pareaddesip sysaroy oy durs Aydwio paurewrar
oARY oYM Jo Auew ‘siojnbe punoiSiopun s eole
Ay oS1eyoa1 djay o3 armystowr y3noud arnyded prnoys
S1S010J AU} ‘A[[ENIUSAT "JI[P[IM Ay} SuLI0ISAI puokaq
03 $15010F oY) SUIAIAAI JO $109JJ0 UO-}o0uy A} Ing

2

‘soxjowony axenbs
0S 0 0321s P[NOJ $10309[[00 F0J Tursn UONLISIIOFAT
10§ vare [enusjod oy) Jey) SOASI[Oq Plogary ysSnoyy
‘puelsI Ay} JO YOU Ay} UI somowofry drenbs g
JNOqe Jo eale ue pajoSie) sey JUSWUIIA0S djorezue|
oy], "AI0[S IoWO} S)I 0) PUB[SI AY) QI0ISAT PINOd
1S010J Pno[o Mou e ‘dn o[eds s)nsal [eniur Ay} j|

[ w ]

*9)0IeZUR T UISYLIOU JO SUIRIUNOW 3y}
JO uone)saroyor oess-[ny e jo aseyd joqid oy w0y
mam st jery sadoy progery ‘parajem surpdes oty
dooy 01 pauSisop yromjou uoneSuur dup padwind e
ojur 10jeM TIRYISIP [[IM YOIYM SIOTASP JoSIe] yonuu
JyS1o [reysur o) sueld [10UNOO PuE[SI OY} ‘SSAIONS B
Juowrodxo [enIul oY) pare[oop SulAey IOUINS SIY],

| ov |

*SUTBJUNOW §,9JOIEZUBT JO SAIY} UO SIOIAIP
Suroo[[oo-30] jsopowr SO  PojdSId  sepLIOYINE

umo) ay) pue ‘Aem 1opun joS 91 [[BD S[BIO] Y S
¢ p1ae(q 0302K01g, ‘paroidde swayos siy 123 A[eury
0} J0ABW MOU € JO [BALLIE U} YOO} }] "BAPI SIY Jokq
0} QUOAUE QOUIAUOD 0} PI[Ie] pue PaLI) P[oqary sIeak
Auew 10, 'Aseo 3, usem A1 © )1 9AIS 0) SopLIOYINE I}
SurourAuod nq ‘swojqord UoNeISOI0JAI S, PUB[SI Y}
0} uonnjos & 1| payoo| Sunsoarey Soj ‘roded uQ

e |

-aAITe s3urjdes oy doay 03 pasn aq p[nod
Sunsoarey Soj 1oyjoym Iopuom 0) uedoq ploqory
‘S, Q[IYD O} Je[iuis AIOA Sem QJBWIO S dj0IeZUR]
jey) Suisieay UMO) [[BWS B IO} Id)eM ySnoud
papraoid uesoo oy Juroey 93pLI B UO PIJIAId SION
"110SOp BWIRORIY QU WOl ul pofjor Aprensar jey)
s30J oY) paIsoArey yorym oIy ur 103ford yoressar
[NJSSO0ONS © JNOQE PEAI JY USYJ 'SIAISAIOf [BOO]
Kq $10JJo paJre} 9sayl paydjeMm P[OqIrY SIBIA 104

et |

‘A3o10urd9) oy Jursn paydwane 194
390(01d uonye)sa10§aI 15931e[ O} 9q 0) sastwold jeym
ur 95210 pnopd Ay yoeq Juiuq o3 Sunsoarey Foj
[BIOLJILIR SN 0) SJUBM O “PuUdx) A 951941 0) ue]d
© SBY ‘PUB[SI A} UO SWIOY B SUMO OYMm IOBII[00YOS
-pouwINI-ISNULIdS  ASA10) B ‘plogary PIARg MON
‘QUI[OP OJUI JUIM IM[NOLISe ‘pue[sl oY) JO yYuou
oY) JO yonuwl SSOIOB Jey) juedW SIY], N0 AIp
0} ue3aq pue| oY) pue UMop Ind 1M punois Y3y uo
S991) Y} JO ISB[ oY) ‘AIMULD ISB| Y} Ul JWIPWOS

[ 2]

"UBIO() SNUR[IY dY) WO UI SIILIP
ey} S0J YOLI-oIMISIOW Ay SI ISBd dY) 0) SINIUWO[LY
0L 1sn[ 1950p eIRyERS oY) SUIqUISSAI WOIJ SILIEUR))
oy Surddojs Suryy Afuo oy jeyy Iqnop ou sI A1y}
‘0q Aewr £10)s 9y} anx) 10AmoH 9[doad puesnoy) e
y1oddns 0y soAed] )1 woyj 103em ysnous paddup pue
sSoj Surssed jo no armsiowr paddins yomym ‘oanm
o31ey o[Suls ® woly 1ojeM 19y} [[e poALdp djdoad
ayouens) Y 1By I seyy pudSoT ‘[ejures ou A[jeniiA
M UIeISnS 0) paSeuew MOYIWos pey Ady) yorym
ammorde oAISuIXd yim uonendod [eurduoqe
UE I0A09SIp 0} pozewe 1M Adt) ‘AImjudd G oy ur
SpUB[S] ATRUBD) 9Y} Ul PIpue[ SIo[Ies ysiuedS uaym

'§340d2.1 224D PaAy] “S2.4] YIIN P.A2A0D 2q UOOS PINOD S|IDY A2AU UID.L DY) 24dYM pUD]SI AISNp ‘2.4Dq |
153.10§ S.19Yd)ed 50§ 9Y L,

‘Jo9ys Jamsue djeiedas ayj Uo siamsue JNoA yiey ‘asn 0} paau jou op noA yoiym ydeibesed
eljxa auo si alay] ‘(ep — L¢) deb yoea syy yolym suo ay} H — v sydesbesed sy} woly asooy) ‘joesxe
oy} woij panowsal ussq aney sydelbeled uenes ojoJe UB WoOJ) JoBNXS UB peal o) Bulob aie nox

9 Med

PROFICIENCY SPECIFICATIONS AND SAMPLE PAPERS

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH

10



PROFICIENCY | READING AND USE OF ENGLISH PAPER

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH

READING AND USE OF ENGLISH

Questions 44-53

PART 7

-10yuagoid sy — Sunured Sunenwo o)
PAUINIAL MOU SBY pUR 9[OII0 [[NJ pauIn) sey ‘Funured
woy utoq Aqeniur  ‘AydeiSojoyd jeyy sueowr
A1a3ewr [e)I31p JO JUSAPE oY) JT SuD{Sk 9q P[nNOYS oM
sdeyrod ‘QroWIdYIN] UONBIIUNWILIOD JO WNIPIW B
se onfea pue asn s yderSojoyd oy puokeq sn uoye)
QAR SJUAD JBY) JUAIXd ue yons o) AydeiSojoyd
pan[eAdp oABY JSuBYD [RININD pue [e2150]0UYId)
aroym  — e1d  omgderSojoyd-isod, oy jqeyur
M0U oM TR} PAISI33NS Uaq UIAD Sey 1] "SSUS[[BYO
Mmau Juasaxd jourdiur oY) BIA SAZRWI JO UOISSTWISURI)
oy pue ‘vone[ndiuew pue dJeiols [enSip £Aq pasod
sanureldun pue spadsord mou oy ‘Ayderdoroyd
104 "UOISIA9[9) Jo Aoewid [eqo[3 oy Ul SuneunUNO
‘o8ewr  [ensiA oy} Jo  2ouonpur  Jursearour
-IOAD UB PISSOWNIM  OARY SIBOA (L] SB[ QUL

q

“1ySnoy) [emoojur
yonwr  pasLIoOBIBYO  OABY  A[[EUOBIpRN)  JRy)
syudwndre pasuejod spoojar aeqop oryderoroyd
a1y ‘sonsst yons Sunjorold U] JUSISNUIE JO dINOS
e se Aqurewnid sojerodo )1 J1 10 UOROUNJ [BUONEONPD
Ann e oaey jey soSewn sopraoid erowed
oy} Joyloym are[noads Ioyuny Aewr oA\ -oFueyd
[eroos ojeSnsur 03 1omod pue 9o10A 9y sossossod
11 Joypoym Jo Juruaddey st jeym Jo 10p10dar darssed
‘oynur & se saje1ado vIOWERD AU IAYIOYM JUIULIDNP
0} pawre aAey jeyy Aoroos ur Aydeigojoyd jo sjor
Ay Sururdouod asie jey) suonsonb oyjo are a1dy L

a

‘Surpuejsiopun
ur  SOJUQIRMIP [eImnd  ySnoxyy denouad ued
o3ewn oryderSojoyd oy Ju)Xd jeyM 0) JSe 0) ISed|
Je POOU Op OM ‘SUOTIEOTUNUILIOO [2qO[S UT 9seaIoul
pider oy jo ooej oyy up ‘prIom dyy jo jed Aue ur
PO03SIOPUN oq A[OJRIPOUII PINOM ‘SUOHE[AISUOD ) IO
UOOUI PUE UNS dY) PIMOYS I IOYIOYM ‘SUOABIY AU}
Jo yder3ojoyd e ‘ojdwexs 104 - oFenJue| [es1oATUn,
e pampsuod AydeiSojoyd Ioypoym jo uonsanb
Yy 03 asu aaed syl ‘sydeiSojoyd pueisiopun o)
d1qe aq Aeieu, pnom sapdoad [[e jeyy pawnsse
sem 31 ‘vondoorad fensia oeorjder o) Ayiqe
S)I Ul wsieal paAedIad s eIowed dy) Jo asnesdq

*20s A[[enjor am yoIyMm Jey) o) uonewrxordde asopd
KI0A © 9q 0) PaIOPISUOD sem dFew siy) puy oSewn
poxyy & opraoxd p[nod jey) SuIyorw € St papresor

sem erowed oy ‘Aidunis oynb 9nq uonejussardar
[ensIA JO UONBUIWINO Y} St A[UO JOU UdJS Sem 1]
'p10oal [ensIA djernodoe ue Suipraold Ajjesnewoine,
Jo ostwoxd oy 19jj0 03 pareadde AydeiSoroyd
JO uonuoAul oY) ‘AIMued YIUISOUIU-PIW Y} U]

D

‘BuLmpua uoneudsaidal yons oxyew 0}
Ayoedes ay) pey 31 Inq ‘UOISIA JO p10dal & Surpraoid
Jo ostwoxd ayy o pjoy 31 pIp A[Uo JON -osuswIl
sem joedwir [eimnod pue feos oy ‘AyderSojoyd
Jo w0y oyl ur ‘pojudAul  sem  ASo[ouyod)
oy} udym og -ofewl [ensiA oy} 0} smeys [eroads
papiojje sAem[e pey Suiaoreq si Jureds, jey)
uonou teindod 2y, A103S1y INOYSNOIY) IAYIO OB
SurouonpjuI-101un0o  ‘saL1ojosfen  juopuddopiorur
ponsind  oAey  uopejudsardar  pue  UOISIA
‘SUONBOIUNWITIOD BIPOW MU JY) JO UONN[OAAL
[e91UY23) ABP-1udsaid ) 01 903310) JUSIOUY JO W)
oy) woyj sonsst [eorSojoyoAsd pue [eorydosoriyd
‘qeonrod  [enued USdQ  dABY  suoneuAsdIdor
[er10301d S} JO Smye)s oY) PUB P[IOM I} 99S dM MOY
SuIuIaOU09 $31BQIP PUB SBIP] “AISI00S UL SMIL)S 1Y)
Se [[oM s ‘SaFewl [BNSIA JO (9SIMIDYIO 10) AorINdOR
pasoddns o) SuruIoou0d pasies uddq dAeY suonsanb
‘uonejudsardar [ensia Jo A101SIy oyl InoySnoryj,

i |

“J1 PUBISIOPUN IM SE INJ[ND UBWINY
0} payul] A[qeolnxaul 9q 0} weds safew [er0jord
‘s3unured oaed A[1eo oy jo sosodind joexd Ay Jo
aIns 2q jouued am ysnoyje ‘pue oSe s1AK )00‘SE
jnoqe jo pouad onpioseied Joddn oy se yoeq
Iej se 03 Suip1odar [en0dld jo suoneard 3sorjred
Ay L "A10)s1y 1oSuo| yonur B sey oSewl [ensIA Ay
JO suedwl AQ SJUOAD JO SUIPIOIDI A} ‘SSA[AYIAUON
9AIe Sulpq  Ino  Jo  Q0udsse oYy Juumydeo
Jo suedw [enuenpjur pue juepodwr jsowr oY) jo
quo popiaold sey wnipaw orydergojoyd oy ‘paopuy
"9JI] UIOpOW JO SasLO pue sanixd[dwod [eroos
oy} Se [[om Se ‘WoISAS Ie[os Ay} jo siued jueisip
‘PIHOM dY) JO SBAIE 910WAI WOy safewl sn 1y3noiq
sey )] "O[NOSNUIW JY) PUB JSBA oY) [)Oq IsSI[ensia
01 10 JuaWoW FuNAJJ Y} MIIA 0} J[qe 9q O} UOISIA
uewny Suimofe snyy ‘ooeds pue dwn Jo SuIpIodI
oy ur sapiiqeded sy papuedxd  sey wnipaw
oy ‘A10381y 1I0YS A[oAne[al siy) Suung "AyAnoe pue
9JI] uewINy JO $)09dse [[B PI0OAI 0] PIsn uddq Sey
AydeiSojoyd ‘soLmyuad Jrey e pue auo jsed oY) A0

v

puno43yInq [pI110IS1Y |
Aydeagoyoyq

e o

e 2

e e

e 0

e o

e gy

sabew
|ensiA jo AJojsiy 8y} ul Juswaalyoe }sajeald ayy sem Aydelbojoyd jeyy maia ayy

uolIpuod uewny ay} asiwoyds o} Aydesbojoyd jo |enusjod ay}

uleusjus
0} Jo wuoyul 0} si AydesBojoyd jo asodind ulew ayj Jayidym oy se Ajuiepaoun

awl} Buo e Joy Isixa ||im jey} sabew apiroid o} Aydesbojoyd jo Ayjige ayy

pae)s }l 81aym 0) ¥oeq wnipaw
ay) uaye) aney Aepoy Aydeibojoyd ul pakojdwa sanbiuyosy ayy ey Ajiqissod ayy

AydesBojoyd ui pajuasaldal aq ued jey} a|eds Jo S}SeLU0D ay}

pajaidiajul
SI'JI MOY pUE 9[qISIA SI Jeym usamjaq diysuone|as ay) Inoge malA pjay Ajluowwod e

S91}9100s Jualayip Aq Aem Jejiwis e ul payaidisiul Buieq sabew
juepunpal awodaq sey abewy olydeibojoyd ayy yeyy Ayjiqissod ay}

plIOM 8y} Ul Sjuans asuanjul Ajjoalip ued Aydesbojoyd jeyy Ay

¢pauonuaw BuiMmo||0} 8y} a4 UOI3O3S YoIym uj

'J99ys Jomsue 3djeledas ayj uo siamsue InoA yiep

'90U0 Uey} 910W USSOYD 8g ABwW Suoposs ay] (3 — V) suonoss

8y} WoJj 8S00YD ‘€6 — i suonsenb 1o ‘Aydesbojoyd uo }ooq e woly Joeaxs ue peas o} Buiob ale nox

L Ved

cl

n

PROFICIENCY SPECIFICATIONS AND SAMPLE PAPERS

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH



CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH: PROFICIENCY | READING AND USE OF ENGLISH PAPER

SAMPLE PAPER READING AND USE OF ENGLISH

Sample paper answer key

Q PartOne Q Part Two Q Part Three Q Part Four
1 9 why 17 alertness 25 no (way/chance of)
2 C 10 After 18 executives f[ellmg | how long this/the
job/work
3 A 1 between 19 maximise/maximize 26 s | (very) little demand for
4 C 12 time 20 disorientation ORis not/isn't | a lot of/
5 B 13 on 21 comparatively much (of ) demand for
; 27 impressed to see/by/with/
6 B 14  more 22 designated at | Gust) how skilled/
7 A 15 as 23 accompany skilful/skillful a
8 C 16 place 24 desperation 28 resignation/resigning/
decision to resign came
| as a (total/complete)
surprise/shock to
29 was no/was not any
vegetation | whatsoever in
OR was nothing |
whatsoever growing in
30 the height of | his success
Q Part Five Q Part Six Q Part Seven
31 C 37 D 44 D
32 C 38 H 45 E
33 D 39 F 46 C
34 B 40 B 47 B
35 A 41 A 48 A
36 C 42 E 49 E
43 G 50 B
51 D
52 A
53 C
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Writing

General description

FORMAT The paper contains two parts.
TIMING 1 hour 30 minutes
NO. OF PARTS 2

NO. OF QUESTIONS Candidates are required to complete
two tasks: a compulsory task in Part
1and one task from a choice of five

in Part 2.
TASK TYPES A range from the following: essay;
article; report; letter; review.
MARKS Each question on this paper carries
equal marks.

y

Structure and tasks

PART 1

TASKTYPE  Writing an essay with a discursive focus.
AND FOCUS

FORMAT Candidates are required to write an essay
summarising and evaluating the key ideas
contained in two texts of approximately
100 words each. The texts may contain
complementary or contrasting opinions, and
may be extracts from newspapers, books,
magazines, online source material, or could be
based on quotations made by speakers during
a discussion.

LENGTH 240-280 words

PART 2

TASKTYPE  Writing one from a number of possible text
AND FOCUS types based on:

* acontextualised writing task
* a question related to one of two set texts.

FORMAT Candidates have a choice of task. In questions
2-4, the tasks provide candidates with a clear
context, topic, purpose and target reader for
their writing. Question 5 consists of a choice
between two tasks based on the set reading
texts. The output text types are:

= essay
* article
* letter
* report

* review

LENGTH 280-320 words

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH: PROFICIENCY SPECIFICATIONS AND SAMPLE PAPERS
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Task types in the Writing paper

The different task types are intended to provide frameworks for candidates so that they can put together and develop their ideas on a topic with a
purpose for writing and a target reader in mind. These indications of readership and purpose are not comprehensive, but are intended to provide
some guidelines to the different task types.

AN ESSAY is usually written for a teacher. It should be well organised, with an introduction, clear development and an appropriate conclusion.

The compulsory Part 1 essay question will involve reading two short input texts on a particular topic and summarising and evaluating the key
points from these texts in the context of a coherent essay on the topic, including the candidate's own views.

The set text essay questions specify what particular aspect of the set text (development of character or significance of events) should form the
content of the essay.

AN ARTICLE is written on a particular theme in a style which makes it suitable for publication in an English-language newspaper, magazine

or newsletter. The question identifies the topic for the article, and the type of publication mentioned gives the candidate guidance as to the
appropriate register to be used - for example how academic or lively the article should be. The purpose of an article is to convey information; it
may contain some description and/or narrative, and candidates should bear in mind the need to engage the interest of their readers.

A LETTER is written in response to the situation outlined in the question. Letters in the Cambridge English: Proficiency Writing paper will require a
response which is consistently appropriate for the specified target reader, and candidates can expect to be asked to write letters to, for example,
the editor of a newspaper or magazine, to the director of an international company, or to a school or college principal. A letter to a newspaper
or magazine may well include a narrative element which details personal experience; other letters may be more concerned with giving factual
information.

A REPORT is written for a specified audience. This may be a superior, for example, a boss at work, or members of a peer group, colleagues or
fellow class members. The question identifies the subject of the report and specifies the areas to be covered. The content of a report is mainly
factual and draws on the prompt material, but there will be scope for candidates to make use of their own ideas and experience.

A REVIEW may be about a book, magazine, film, play, or concert, but it may also be about, for example, a restaurant, hotel, or perhaps an
exhibition. The target reader is specified in the question, so the candidate knows not only what register is appropriate, but also has an idea about
the kind of information to include. A review does not merely require a general description of, for example, an event or publication, but it specifies
the particular aspects to be considered. For example, the review may employ narrative, as well as descriptive and evaluative language, and a
range of vocabulary relating, for example, to literature and the media such as cinema or TV.

SET TEXT questions may be articles, essays, letters, reports or reviews.

For all task types, questions are constructed to enable candidates to display their English language proficiency at CEFR C2 level; candidates
should take special care to read every part of each question, and not to omit any required development of the topic.

14 CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH: PROFICIENCY SPECIFICATIONS AND SAMPLE PAPERS
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The two parts of the Writing paper

PART 1
The rubric will read:

Read the two texts below.

Write an essay summarising and evaluating the key points from both texts. Use your own words throughout as far as possible, and include your own ideas in
your answers.

Write your answer in 240-280 words.

There will be two input texts on the same topic, of about 100 words each, written up to CEFR C1in level. Each text will have two clear main points.
The texts may present opposing or complementary views. Candidates must integrate a summary of these four points and their own views on the
topic in a coherent essay. The word range is a guide; the task can be accomplished well within this range but candidates will not be penalised for
exceeding the upper limit. See the following pages for a sample question and appropriate responses taken from global trialling sessions, which
illustrate good performance. Further examples, illustrating a range of candidate performances, will be included in the Cambridge English: Proficiency
Handbook for Teachers, available in 2012.

PART 2

There is little change to the Part 2 questions but the word range will be reduced to 280-320, in line with the reduced timing of the test. Tasks will
be written with this new word range in mind. Again, the word range is a guide; the task can be accomplished well within this range but candidates
will not be penalised for exceeding the upper limit. The question types will be familiar to candidates preparing for the current Cambridge English:
Proficiency Writing test. No sample answers are included in this document.

SET TEXTS QUESTIONS

As in the current test, Questions 5a and 5b will be based on two optional set texts which teachers can prepare with candidates in advance. At
least one of these set texts will also have a film version, and candidates may prepare for Question 5a or 5b by studying the film version as well as
or instead of the written text. In the accompanying sample paper the set texts vary, as questions on past set texts were available for selection.

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH: PROFICIENCY SPECIFICATIONS AND SAMPLE PAPERS 15
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WRITING

PART 1: Question 1
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PART 2: Questions 2-5
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SAMPLE RESPONSES WRITING

Part 1 sample responses

Candidate A

The two texts contrast the pros and cons of outdoor advertising, in particular in its latest digital form. Text 1
claims that outdoor advertising, like any advertising, is designed to appeal to potential customers, even creating in
them a need for which it promises immediate satisfaction. In this respect, outdoor advertising is the most effective
type and digitalisation considerably broadens the ways in which advertising professionals can reach and hence
manipulate customers. Moreover it is cheap.

While outdoor advertising undoubtedly has an alluring power for customers, | seriously doubt its importance and
overall impact. At least from the point of view of a European citizen, everyday exposure to outdoor advertising,
digital or not, appears to be minimal. And the cheapness of digital media has to be offeet against the continuous
heed for power to run these media, a fact which renders the term ‘cheap’ short-sighted and unconvincing.

Text 2 argues that traditional, paper-based outdoor advertising was unobtrusive and, overall, unimportant. Digital
advertising, however, is seen as intrusive, its attractiveness simply boiling down to it being a novelty. Feople sharing
these opinions regard advertising practices, particularly those focusing on the young and those in need of help, as
deplorable, especially when it damages the environment at the same time.

| agree with the statements in text 2 as far as the environmental damage and advertising practices in general
are concerned. However, those practices are not solely dependent on the medium they use. Faper-based outdoor
advertising can be just as unwanted and creepingly commercialising as the digital counterpart. The fundamental
question is: ‘Do we want to be seduced and manipulated in such a way at all?’ If people answer ‘yeg', | assume that
digital outdoor advertising is just another step that will be followed by yet more intrusive ones.

Candidate B

Advertisements surround us in our everyday lives. Our routine is encircled by huge digital screens and posters stuck
up in anything solid there can be found, each time advertising something different, targeting a different social
group. But what do people believe about this situation?

According to the first passage, the vast majority of people consider advertising as an amusing, entertaining way
for shops to attract more and more customers who are willing to spend their money on the advertised product,
no matter if it is of no significant use to them, but only because the advertisement was extremely appealing and
catchy, grabbing their attention. New technology is the main factor responsible for such a behaviour though, as
digital advertisements cause astonishment and surprise to people who have not experienced such a development
before. Fersonally, | believe that this way of advertising wakes the creative side of one’s mind and appeals to people
of all ages.

In contrast to the above, the second text supports that a number of people consider advertisements, either digital
or through posters, an unwanted means to forward one’s products to potential customers. In addition, their firm
belief is that digital advertisements that refer to social groups such as children, who have not yet developed their
understanding of the world, and vulnerable adults such as old people, provide a form of commercialisation which
rather harms the envirinment than offers anything useful. | partly agree with the last point of the writer about
vulnerable social groups, but as already mentioned, | am in favour of advertisements no matter in what form they
are, since they can also form a really special way to communicate and get messages across easily.

To conclude, advertising is something that surrounded our past, surrounds our present and will surround our
future.

18
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Examiners and marking

Writing Examiners (WEs) undergo a rigorous process of training and
certification before they are invited to mark. Once accepted, they are
supervised by Team Leaders (TLs) who are in turn led by a Principal
Examiner (PE), who guides and monitors the marking process.

WEs mark candidate responses in a secure online marking
environment. The software randomly allocates candidate responses
to ensure that individual examiners do not receive a concentration of
good or weak responses, or of any one language group. The software
also allows for examiners’ marking to be monitored for quality and
consistency. During the marking period, the PE and TLs are able

to view their team'’s progress and to offer support and advice, as
required.

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH: PROFICIENCY | WRITING PAPER

Assessment

Examiners mark tasks using Assessment Scales that were developed
with explicit reference to the Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages (CEFR). The scales consist of four subscales:
Content, Communicative Achievement, Organisation, and Language.
The subscale Content is common to all levels, whereas discrete
level-bound descriptors are provided for each of the CEFR levels for
Communicative Achievement, Organisation, and Language.

Content focuses on how well the candidate has fulfilled the task, in
other words if they have done what they were asked to do.

Communicative Achievement focuses on how appropriate the
writing is for the task and whether the candidate has used the
appropriate register.

Organisation focuses on the way the candidate puts together the
piece of writing, in other words if it is logical and ordered.

Language focuses on vocabulary and grammar. This includes the
range of language as well as how accurate it is.

Responses are marked on each subscale from O to 5.

When marking the tasks, examiners take into account length of
responses and varieties of English:

*  Guidelines on length are provided for each task; responses
which are too short may not have an adequate range of language
and may not provide all the information that is required, while
responses which are too long may contain irrelevant content and
have a negative effect on the reader. These may affect candidates’
marks on the relevant subscales

» Candidates are expected to use a particular variety of English
with some degree of consistency in areas such as spelling, and
not for example switch from using a British spelling of a word to
an American spelling of the same word.

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH: PROFICIENCY SPECIFICATIONS AND SAMPLE PAPERS 19



Listening

General description

FORMAT The paper contains four parts. Each
part contains a recorded text or texts
and corresponding comprehension
tasks. Each part is heard twice.

TIMING Approximately 40 minutes

NO. OF PARTS 4

NO. OF QUESTIONS 30

TASK TYPES Multiple choice, sentence
completion, multiple matching.

TEXT TYPES Monologues: lectures, talks,

speeches, anecdotes, radio
broadcasts, etc.

Interacting speakers: interviews,
discussions, conversations, etc.

ANSWER FORMAT Candidates are advised to write their
answers in the spaces provided on
the question paper while listening.
There will be 5 minutes at the end of
the test to copy the answers onto a
separate answer sheet.

Candidates indicate their answers

by shading the correct lozenges or
writing the required word or words in
a box on the answer sheet.

RECORDING The instructions for each task are

INFORMATION given in the question paper, and
are also heard on the recording.
These instructions include the
announcement of pauses of specified
lengths, during which candidates can
familiarise themselves with the task
and, for some items, predict some of
the things they are likely to hear.

A variety of voices, styles of delivery
and accents will be heard in each
Listening test to reflect the various
contexts presented in the recordings,
as appropriate to the international
contexts of the test takers.

MARKS Each correct answer receives 1 mark.
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Structure and tasks

PART 1
TASKTYPE  Multiple choice
FOCUS The focus is on identifying speaker feeling,

attitude, opinion, purpose; agreement between

speakers; course of action; gist; and detail.
FORMAT Three short, unrelated texts lasting

approximately T minute each, consisting of

either monologues or exchanges between
interacting speakers. There are two multiple-
choice questions on each extract.

NO. OF QS 6

PART 2

TASKTYPE  Sentence completion

FOCUS The focus is on identifying specific information

and stated opinion.
FORMAT A monologue (which may be introduced by
a presenter) lasting 3-4 minutes. Candidates

are required to complete the sentence with
information heard on the recording.

NO. OF QS 9

PART 3

TASKTYPE  Multiple choice

FOCUS The focus is on identifying attitude and

opinion; gist, detail and inference.

FORMAT An interview or a conversation between two
or more speakers of approximately 4 minutes.
There are five 4-option multiple-choice

questions.
NO. OF QS 5
PART 4
TASKTYPE  Multiple matching
FOCUS The focus is on identifying gist; attitude; main

points; and interpreting context.
FORMAT Five short, themed monologues of
approximately 30 seconds each. There are two

tasks. Each task contains five questions and
requires selection of the correct option from a
list of eight.

NO. OF QS 10

s
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PART 4: Questions 21-30

Part 4

You will hear five short extracts in which different people are talking about taking a gap year — the time which some young people take off from
their studies to gain other experience.

TASK ONE TASK TWO

For questions 21 — 25, choose from the list (A — H) what each For questions 26 — 30, choose from the list (A — H) which benefit of
speaker did during their gap year. having a gap year each speaker mentions.

You will hear the recording twice. While you listen, you must complete both tasks.

A taught a language A making long-lasting friendships

B travelled widely B overcoming financial problems
Speaker 1 I:Izl Speaker 1

C worked in an office C increased independence @
Speaker 2 I:EI Speaker 2

D did voluntary work D improved linguistic skills

E taught a sport Speaker 3 I:Izl E dealing with disappointment Speaker 3

F worked in a hotel Speaker 4 F arenewed sense of adventure Speaker 4

G worked as a tour guide Speaker 5 I:IE' G a more mature approach to studying Speaker 5

H went on an organised expedition H a chance to consider future plans
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Script

Cambridge Certificate of Proficiency in English Listening test.
SAMPLE TEST.
I am going to give you the instructions for this test.

| shall introduce each part of the test and give you time to look at the
questions.

At the start of each piece you will hear this sound:
— Kk kkx —
You will hear each piece twice.

Remember, while you are listening, write your answers on the
question paper. You will have five minutes at the end of the test to
copy your answers onto the separate answer sheet.

There will now be a pause. Please ask any questions now, because
you must not speak during the test.

PAUSE 5 SECONDS

Now open your question paper and look at Part 1.

PAUSE 5 SECONDS

You will hear three different extracts. For Questions 1-6, choose the
answer (A, B or C) which fits best according to what you hear. There
are two questions for each extract.

Extract One.

PAUSE 15 SECONDS

— kkKk —

Strolling along a deserted beach, | saw a bottle dusted with sand
and found a message curled inside. An exciting moment! But
messages in bottles are not new here. The earliest dates back

to eighteen sixty when ships used them to keep those on land
informed of their progress. None too reliable when your ship is
sinking!

But the local museum is launching a project using bottled
messages, not just to promote the whereabouts of the islands
and attract tourism. Islanders are being invited to include maps
and information about the islands themselves. Bottles have

been collected from local beaches and are, though not in the
traditional sense, being recycled. Primarily and more ambitiously,
the project is set to identify tidal movements. Not by science or
satellite systems, but by hurling these bottles back into the sea!

The hope is that people will reply to these messages through the
more traditional postal system. Islanders will gain pen pals and
new visitors, and the final whereabouts of the bottles will enable
scientists to track their paths.

And all this from bottles discarded on a beach!

PAUSE 5 SECONDS

— kkx —

REPEAT EXTRACT ONE

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH: PROFICIENCY SPECIFICATIONS AND SAMPLE PAPERS

PAUSE 2 SECONDS
Extract Two.
PAUSE 15 SECONDS

Presenter:

Last year, Tim Fitzgerald exhibited photographs of his family, but
in the current exhibition, which he shares with two other visual
artists, he focuses solely on landscapes. What's your impression
of them?

Critic:

I'm not sure he has what it takes to move beyond his family.
Last year's images of his nearest and dearest were very moving,
weren't they - there was a wonderful close-up of his sister's
face, almost like an abstract. But these landscapes . . . they're not
impressive or particularly articulate.

Presenter:

I know he invokes the influence of several famous painters. You
didn't find any of that in his landscapes?

Critic:

No. | think he has produced a couple of strong images, but
there's no sign of them in the current show and I'm at a loss to
know why. It's a very random choice. And also, four small photos
in a large gallery feel very sparse. You can see it was an attempt
to draw you in, but for me it backfired. You need more impact to
raise the curtain on the exhibition - it's not as if it's the last room,
it's the first, and you move on to other artists’ works . . .

PAUSE 5 SECONDS
— k kK —
REPEAT EXTRACT TWO
PAUSE 2 SECONDS
Extract Three.
PAUSE 15 SECONDS
— xkk —

One of my own thoughts about this piece is the idea that you're
letting yourself go, abandoning yourself. For me, that's certainly
what happens to me. When you're really immersed in it, you're
no longer self-conscious, you're absolutely the recipient of the
sound. For me it's not even as if it conjures up a specific event. At
one point, | was playing it all the time - in supermarket queues,
walking into work - having that sound in my ears gave me a
world and a space that was very different. My family got pretty
fed up. Certainly my husband winces at my corny tastes. | don't
know if corny’s the right word, but a colleague once said to me
she would have expected something less banal. | find that rather
sad. OK, so it's a piece that obviously works for many other
people too, but that doesn’t mean to say it should be denigrated,
just because you don't have to have great sophistication in
music to appreciate it.

PAUSE 5 SECONDS

— ok kk —

REPEAT EXTRACT THREE
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PAUSE 2 SECONDS
That is the end of Part 1.
Now turn to Part 2.
PAUSE 5 SECONDS

You will hear a nutritionist talking about the production and uses of
mastic, a spice that is found in the Mediterranean area. For Questions
7-15, complete the sentences with a word or short phrase.

You now have forty-five seconds in which to look at Part 2.
PAUSE 45 SECONDS

— k kK —

I want to talk to you today about a spice which is not very well
known outside its home territory, and that is mastic. Mastic is a
resinous substance which comes from a tree of the pistachio nut
family and it is one of Europe's oldest spices. In fact, in its heyday
it was considered so precious that armies quite literally fought
over the islands where it was grown so that their masters would
have the right to control its cultivation and sale.

Let's take a look first at how mastic is produced. The mastic tree
itself resembles an olive to the untrained eye but is not quite

as large. In a process which is rather similar to the collection of
rubber, growers cut the bark of the tree so that the tree then has
to exude a sticky sap or resin to heal the wound, and this sap is
mastic. The sap needs to harden in order to be of any use and
strangely this only happens in the Mediterranean area. Efforts
have been made in the past to transplant and cultivate the tree
in other parts of the world, but so far without success.

The resin is then removed from the tree and, because it's so
precious, people even pick up the dirt under the tree and ensure
that every last tiny bit of mastic is harvested. The growers try

to pick out any grit which might have become embedded in the
mastic gum. They just use simple pins to do this; unusually for
nowadays, there are no mechanical aids or gadgets to speed up
the process. Everything is still done in the traditional, labour-
intensive way, by hand. If you examine a small piece of mastic it
will look like a white crystal, similar to sea salt. Poets have even
mentioned mastic in their work, alluding to it rather romantically
as 'silver tears’, suggesting again how much it's valued.

Having harvested and cleaned the crystals, the growers often
take the mastic from their trees, except for a small amount
which they keep for their personal use, to a local co-operative,
which contacts various commercial buyers and negotiates a
decent price for the growers.

Now, what is mastic actually used for? In fact, its use can be
traced back thousands of years. Archaeologists have found
small lumps of mastic with the imprint of juvenile human teeth,
suggesting that the earliest use of mastic was as a chewing gum
for young people, something which still occurs today.

Nowadays it's also used as a flavouring in sweet things like
biscuits and to great effect in ice cream. Its value here is that it
also provides a stickier texture, which means that it takes longer
to soften, a useful quality in the hot Mediterranean summers.
Mastic can also be used to flavour liquids. For example, in some
rural areas, small fires are lit and a few grains of mastic dropped
on the hot charcoal. Then pots are inverted on top so the clay

picks up the flavour of the smoke and the mastic. Chilled water
is then poured in, and when this is drunk it tastes very subtly of
mastic.

Apart from its culinary uses, some mastic is also sold for other
purposes. It can be used in shampoo, toothpaste and, indeed,
for certain stomach ailments. In fact, it's this area that mastic
producers are now looking towards to provide a wider use for
their produce, now that natural herbs and spices are being
investigated to provide the medical products of the future.

PAUSE 10 SECONDS

Now you will hear Part 2 again.

— kkk —

REPEAT PART 2
PAUSE 5 SECONDS

That is the end of Part 2.

Now turn to Part 3.
PAUSE 5 SECONDS

You will hear a discussion in which two marine biologists, Gina Kelso
and Thomas Lundman, talk about an award-winning television film

they made about wildlife in Antarctica. For Questions 16-20, choose
the answer (A, B, C or D) which fits best according to what you hear.

You now have 1 minute in which to look at Part 3.

PAUSE 60 SECONDS

— kkx —

Int.:

Today, we're talking to marine biologists Gina Kelso and Thomas
Lundman, who you will recently have seen in their award-
winning TV series about Antarctica. So, Thomas, what's it like to
suddenly become a household name?

Thomas:

Well, we're being interviewed for all sorts of publications and
programmes since our television series about the wildlife in
Antarctica won a major award. I'm often asked if I've always
been interested in marine wildlife, and | find that hard to answer.
What about you, Gina?

Gina:

That's an easy one for me, Thomas. | grew up on African shores,
where my father worked for an international company. | could
swim by the age of four, snorkel at five. | guess | was destined for
marine biology because I've always been as happy in the water
as on land. | remember a particular evening when | was about
eleven. It was dusk and | was snorkelling, and | came across
hundreds of stingrays entwined together. It was extraordinary;
another world, and that was the moment that decided me.
Although [ later went to school in the middle of England, I'd lie
awake at night dreaming of the ocean. Fortunately, | got into
university to do zoology and went on to do research in marine
biology.

Thomas:
And, like me, you've been in wildlife filmmaking for how long . . .
about eight years now?
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Gina:

Yeah, | knew it was what | wanted to do, but instead of following
the normal route of joining a TV company as a researcher, |

was lucky enough to be chosen to take part in that first wildlife
programme we did together. Do you remember?

Thomas:

Yeah, where we made the first ever live broadcast under the sea.
The practice run was very funny. | had to dive into a swimming
pool and give a running commentary on some plastic plants that
had been borrowed from a studio to make it look more realistic.
Fortunately, the programme itself was a success and so one
thing led to another after that, and we both moved more into the
production side.

Gina:
And it was tough making this latest series in Antarctica, wasn't
it?

Thomas:

Well, the series is introduced by a well-known naturalist, dressed
in a thermal anorak with the hood drawn so tightly that you can
only see his nose.

Gina:

And you get an idea of what conditions were like, but he was
only the presenter - flown in to do his bit and flown back out
again. We spent eight months there filming with a team of
cameramen and researchers, living on a specially adapted boat.

Thomas:

| didn't think I'd stand a chance of working on the programme,
because | imagined they'd be looking for rugged types and I'm
more the quiet academic. So | was quite taken aback when
they asked me. We went for the spring and then returned the
following spring, because the winter would've been too cold.
Even then, on the Antarctic peninsula it can drop to minus
fifteen degrees.

Gina:

We were involved mostly with the underwater scenes. It's a lot
warmer in the sea, but we still had to wear extra-thick wetsuits
and thermal underwear. The thing about living in that remote
research community was | missed hanging out with my friends.

Thomas:

But the Antarctic's a place of incredible beauty and even
after working sixteen-hour days, there were still moments of
peacefulness.

Gina:

But being with the animals for so long, we got to see things the
other scientists hadn't. One guy’s been studying fur seals for
years - knows everything about them - but he's never seen them
eat. He was thrilled when we were able to tell him about it. And
if we'd had his input at the time, we would have realised the
significance of what we'd seen and focused more on it.

Thomas:

Absolutely. And the highlight of the trip was the day we entered
a bay carved into huge glaciers to find around forty humpback
whales feeding. It was very quiet, and then we heard a soft
explosion. It was the noise of the whales' blowholes. What

they do is dive down, and as they start to come up again they

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH: PROFICIENCY SPECIFICATIONS AND SAMPLE PAPERS

release air bubbles from their blowholes. Then they swim round
each other, trapping the krill they eat in a curtain of bubbles.

So it's an extraordinarily effective piece of teamwork that really
increases their feeding efficiency. We filmed them for ten days
because we wanted a shot of them as they finished eating.

We waited and waited and then one day they just suddenly
stopped.

Int.:
And that's . ..

PAUSE 10 SECONDS

Now you will hear Part 3 again.

— k kK —

REPEAT PART 3
PAUSE 5 SECONDS

That is the end of Part 3.

Now turn to Part 4.
PAUSE 5 SECONDS

Part 4 consists of two tasks. You will hear five short extracts in

which different people are talking about taking a gap year - the time
which some young people take off from their studies to gain other
experience. Look at Task 1. For Questions 21-25, choose from the list
(A-H) what each speaker did during their gap year. Now look at Task
2. For Questions 26-30, choose from the list (A-H) which benefit of
having a gap year each speaker mentions. While you listen you must
complete both tasks.

You now have forty-five seconds in which to look at Part 4.
PAUSE 45 SECONDS
— xkk —
Speaker One
PAUSE 2 SECONDS

I knew I'd be short of money if | didn't work before going to
university, so | decided not to jet around the globe, and found

a job in the nearest town instead. | had to live in because of
early shifts, and only realised on about day two it meant |
couldn't keep up my tennis - which was a blow, because | was
a very keen player. But | got over it in the end, which just goes
to show nothing's that important. Anyway, | was having too
much fun with the rest of the staff to fret about it - | wonder if
they're all still there? The worst part of the job was when guests
complained, which they frequently did!

PAUSE 3 SECONDS
Speaker Two
PAUSE 2 SECONDS

Well, | took a gap year because | thought | hadn't seen enough
of the world. | considered doing an overland trek across the
Sahara, or helping out somewhere as a volunteer. Then | found a
remote village in Kenya where they needed my skills - they're all
football-mad there - and a Nairobi businessman agreed to pay
me a living wage. | settled in OK, although | never got the hang
of the language, and that year gave me some serious thinking
time. | realised | didn't want to complete my course back home,
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even though I'd already spent quite a lot of money and time on it.

It's all good experience anyway.
PAUSE 3 SECONDS

Speaker Three
PAUSE 2 SECONDS

The whole thing was a disaster from start to finish. I'd had a

sort of feeling it might turn out badly. We didn't have the right
training or equipment, and because there was no office back-up,
we couldn't get news forwarded to our families. And the leader
- well,  wonder how experienced he really was. He couldn't
speak the porters’ language at all. You could say our pioneering
spirit was crushed by the time we got back to base camp! On
the other hand, we did bond as a group, and | see a couple of
them regularly and have done ever since that time. So perhaps it
wasn't all bad.

PAUSE 3 SECONDS
Speaker Four
PAUSE 2 SECONDS

| know some agencies will organise your gap year and sort out,
say, working for a charity, but I'd much rather do what | did - just
go off on the spur of the moment and see where you end up. It
was absolutely brilliant, even though it took all the money I'd
saved up for it - the fare and the hotels and eating in restaurants
were to blame for that. At least | know | can cope on my own
now and that's a new thing for me. Sadly, | haven't managed to
keep up with the people | met in all those different cultures - I'm
not surprised though - that's life.

PAUSE 3 SECONDS
Speaker Five
PAUSE 2 SECONDS

| was told to stick to the script whether it was in French, German
or Spanish. People don't even ask many questions - it got

quite boring after a while, because | felt there wasn't any real
communication between me and them. And if it's raining, you
get wet just hopping on and off the coach. | didn't have high
hopes before | started, although it certainly was a good way of
earning some much-needed cash, and there were some nice
people at head office, but in the end | did wonder if | couldn’t
have found something a bit more inspiring. How often do people
get a year off in their lifetime?

PAUSE 10 SECONDS
Now you will hear Part 4 again.
— kkk —
REPEAT PART 4
PAUSE 5 SECONDS
That is the end of Part 4.

There will now be a pause of five minutes for you to copy your
answers onto the separate answer sheet. Be sure to follow the
numbering of all the questions. | shall remind you when there is one
minute left, so that you are sure to finish in time.

PAUSE 4 MINUTES
You have one more minute left.
PAUSE 1 MINUTE

That is the end of the test. Please stop now. Your supervisor will now
collect all the question papers and answer sheets.

— kkk —
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Sample paper answer key

Q PartOne Q Part Two Q Part Three Q Part Four
1 C 7 olive 16 B 21 F
2 B 8 harden 17 A 22 E
3 A 9 (simple) pins 18 B 23 H
4 B 10 (silver) tears 19 D 24 B
5 A 1 (local) co-operative OR 20 D 25 G
6 C (local) cooperative OR 2% E
(local) co-op

H

12 (a) chewing gum 27
A

13 ice(-)cream 28
29 C

14 (clay) pots i
30 B

15 stomach
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Speaking

General description

FORMAT

The Speaking test contains three
parts.

TIMING

16 minutes

NO. OF PARTS

3

INTERACTION
PATTERN

Two candidates and two examiners.

One examiner acts as both
interlocutor and assessor and
manages the interaction either by
asking questions or providing cues
for candidates. The other acts as
assessor and does not join in the
conversation.

TASK TYPES

Short exchanges with the
interlocutor and with the other
candidate; a collaborative task
involving both candidates; a
2-minute individual long turn and
follow-up 3-way discussion.

MARKS

Candidates are assessed on their
performance throughout.

Structure and tasks

PART 1
TASK TYPE A short conversation between the
AND FORMAT interlocutor and each candidate.

FOCUS Candidates show ability to use general
interactional and social language.

TIMING 2 minutes

PART 2

TASK TYPE A 2-way conversation between the

AND FORMAT candidates. The candidates are given
instructions with written and visual stimuli,
which are used in a decision-making task.

FOCUS The focus is on sustaining an interaction,
exchanging ideas, expressing and justifying
opinions, agreeing and/or disagreeing,
suggesting, speculating, evaluating, reaching
a decision through negotiation, etc.

TIMING 4 minutes

PART 3

TASK TYPE An individual long turn by each candidate,
AND FORMAT followed by a discussion on topics related
to the long turns. Each candidate in turn is

given a written question to respond to. The
interlocutor leads a discussion to explore
further the topics covered in the individual
long turns.

FOCUS The focus is on organising a larger unit of
discourse, expressing and justifying opinions,
developing topics.

TIMING 10 minutes
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SPEAKING

PART 1
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SAMPLE PAPER

SPEAKING

PART 2
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Examiners and marking

The quality assurance of Speaking Examiners (SEs) is managed

by Team Leaders (TLs). TLs ensure all examiners successfully
complete examiner training and regular certification of procedure
and assessment before they examine. TLs are in turn responsible
to a Professional Support Leader (PSL) who is the professional
representative of Cambridge ESOL for the Speaking tests in a given
country or region.

Annual examiner certification involves attendance at a face-to-face
meeting to focus on and discuss assessment and procedure, followed
by the marking of sample Speaking tests in an online environment.
Examiners must complete standardisation of assessment for all
relevant levels each year and are regularly monitored during live
testing sessions.

Assessment

Throughout the test candidates are assessed on their own individual
performance and not in relation to each other. They are awarded
marks, between 0 and 5, for a variety of criteria by two examiners; the
assessor and the interlocutor. The assessor awards marks by applying
performance descriptors from the Analytical Assessment scales for
the following criteria:

Grammatical Resource

This refers to a candidate’s ability to maintain control of a wide
range of grammatical forms. At Cambridge English: Proficiency level
candidates can also show a level of flexibility of use.

Lexical Resource

This refers to a candidate’s ability to use a range of appropriate
vocabulary with flexibility in order to give and exchange views on
familiar, unfamiliar and abstract topics.

Discourse Management

This refers to the extent, relevance, coherence and cohesion of a
candidate's individual contributions. At Cambridge English: Proficiency
level, candidates can produce extended and shorter stretches of
language, as required by the task, with very little hesitation and
using a wide range of cohesive devices and discourse markers.
Contributions must be relevant, coherent and varied.

Pronunciation

This refers to the intelligibility of a candidate’s speech. First language
interference is expected and not penalised if it does not have a
negative effect on the listener. At Cambridge English: Proficiency level,
candidates are expected to have control of phonological features,

i.e. intonation, word and sentence stress, and the articulation of
individual sounds.
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Interactive Communication

This refers to a candidate’s ability to use language to achieve
meaningful communication through initiating, responding,
exchanging information and developing the interaction. At Cambridge
English: Proficiency level, candidates are expected to interact with
ease, linking contributions to those of other speakers, to widen the
scope of the interaction and to negotiate towards an outcome.

The interlocutor awards a mark for Global Achievement using
the Global Achievement scale. This refers to a candidate’s overall
effectiveness in dealing with the tasks across the whole Speaking test.

Assessment for the Cambridge English: Proficiency Speaking test is
based on performance across all parts of the test, and is achieved by
applying the relevant descriptors in the assessment scales.
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