
68 M-ROM  U9 Reading

Unit 9
Culture 2 know

Gadget: a small mechanical or 
electronic device which is highly 
specialised, e.g. mobile phone, 
device to count steps when 
running. 

Appliance: a more general 
term for a larger mechanical or 
electronic device designed to 
perform a particular function, 
often in the kitchen or house 
(people talk of household 
appliances), e.g. toaster, vacuum 
cleaner, fridge. 

Gadget is sometimes used to 
show the speaker’s negative 
attitude to an electrical device – 
meaning it’s something that’s not 
really necessary, produced just 
to make money and ultimately 
‘disposable’.

The terms gadget and appliance 
can sometimes be used 
interchangeably.

Draw students’ attention to the 
objectives box at the top of the 
page. Elicit how they can make 
use of this section.  

LESSON 1

Warmer
Ask students what electrical 
and/or battery operated objects 
they use every day. Elicit them 
onto the board. Count up which 
is the most popular amongst 
the students (discount mobile 
phone as everyone will probably 
have one). 

Vocabulary & Listening
Operating machines

1 3.31  Words 2 know
Students look for the 
gadgets in the photos. 
Check understanding of the 
Words2know when doing 
feedback and elicit what they 
think ‘gadget’ means. Use the 
definitions in Culture2know to 
clarify. Play the CD for students 
to listen and repeat. Ask which 
of these gadgets they have/
would like to have.

Answers: 1 a games console 
2 a mobile phone 3 a flat screen TV 
4 a digital camera 5 an MP3 player
6 a hairdryer 7 an answering 
machine 8 an alarm clock

2 Students can use the objects listed on 
the board from the warmer as a starting 
point. When checking use the class to 
decide if items listed are gadgets or not. 

3 3.32  Words 2 know
Students try and do the matching 
activity first in pairs. When checking 
answers, elicit/check understanding 
of Words2know. Technology develops 
quickly, so listen carefully to students’ 
answers: they may be right! Play the CD 
for students to listen and repeat. 

Answers: 1 alarm clock, mobile phone, 
digital camera 2 answering machine, 
games console, hairdryer, flat screen 
TV 3 MP3 player, digital camera, 
mobile phone 4 flat screen TV
5 MP3 player, answering machine, flat 
screen TV 6 games console, mobile 
phone, MP3 player 7 answering 
machine, mobile phone 8 alarm clock, 
mobile phone, answering machine. 

4 Active Study
When testing each other, students should 
provide full sentences, not only verb + 
particle. 

Answers: put in, plug in, switch on/off, 
turn up/down

M09_RWLD_TB_PINGLB_7167_U09.indd   68 14/10/09   11:51:25



69WB  pages 74–75 TR  Photocopiable 9A

U
n
it

 9
 c

o
o
l 

te
c
h

5 3.33  Students complete the texts 
individually and then check in pairs. Play 
the CD for them to check their answers. 
Play it again for them to check/write in 
their notebooks what the gadgets are. 

Answers: answering machine, a hand-
held games console

Note: accept brand names of games 
consoles, e.g. Nintendo, PlayStation, 
Xbox, Wii and provide students with 
the generic term: ‘games console’.

6 3.34  Phrases 2 know

Use one of the gadgets from the warmer 
to demonstrate this activity. Play the CD 
for students to repeat. Students write a 
set of instructions for one of the gadgets 
from the previous lesson, or another 
one that has been mentioned in class. 
Students take turns to read out their 
instructions for others to guess. This can 
be done as a whole class, as a team game 
or in groups.

MINI WORKBOOK exercises 5–6

LESSON 2

Warmer
Mime using different gadgets 
for students to guess what they 
are. Students can also mime 
using some for the class to 
guess.

Grammar Focus
Relative clauses 

7 Students discuss their 
answers in pairs before the 
discussion/feedback as a class. 
Elicit any other environmentally-
friendly gadgets that students 
know/have.

Answer: C

8 Grammar 2 know

Students read Grammar2know. 
Individually they find and 
underline other examples in the 
text. 

TR  Board Plan 9.1

Answers: on student page

9 3.35  Students work 
individually to complete the 
quiz. Students then swap books 
with a partner and listen/check 
each other’s answers. Play the 
CD twice: students need to 
listen for whether a) or b) is 
correct as well as for the correct 
relative pronoun. Check again 
with the whole class.

Answers: on student page

10 Students brainstorm ideas 
in groups. If they can’t think of 
any ideas, do the activity as a 
whole class. 

MINI WORKBOOK exercise 1

EXTRA DISCUSSION
Are we too dependent now on 
gadgets? Could we live without 
them?

Now your students can:
• talk about different gadgets 
and how they work 

• use defining relative clauses 
correctly

• discuss others’ and their own 
ideas for inventions.
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Culture 2 know

Phone-ins are very popular 
on radio stations in the UK. 
All radio stations have phone-
in programmes: people can 
phone in and ask questions 
of politicians, people can give 
their views on music or local 
issues, people can vote for their 
favourite bands, etc. 

Most teenagers in the UK have 
their own mobile phones. As 
discussed in the article, many 
schools ban students from 
having phones switched on in 
lessons. They are banned from 
examinations because they can 
be used to cheat. 

LESSON 3

Warmer
Tell students to imagine they 
have to do without one of their 
gadgets for a day. They share 
ideas in groups. Elicit choices 
and reasons from the class.

Listening & Speaking
1a Strategies for general 
skills. Listening: Predicting 
(back cover)

Students describe and comment 
on what/who they can see in 
the photo as well as reading 
the caption. Review with them 
how prediction can help with 
listening. In this prediction 
task, students try and guess 
which gadgets are going to 
be mentioned. This makes 
their listening more focused. 
If appropriate, elicit their 
predictions onto the board 
before listening.

b 3.37  Students listen to 
confirm or not their predictions. 

Answers: Can’t live without: 
TV remote control, iPod, 
pencil Hate: mobiles, alarm 
clock, all gadgets when they 
break down

Note: Podcasts are also 
mentioned as can’t live without 
but these are not gadgets.

2 3.37  Students read the 
sentences through before they 
listen. 

Answers: on student page 

3 If students can’t remember, play the 
CD again. Discuss as a class students’ 
opinions of the gadgets and of what 
the people said. Remind them to use 
Phrases2know from previous units for 
expressing opinions.

Answers: Dan – TV remote control, 
loves it; Cathy – iPod, loves it; Tim – 
mobiles, hates them; Alice – alarm 
clock, hates it; Lucy – loves her laptop 
and MP3 player but hates all gadgets 
when they break down; Nick – pencils, 
loves them

4 Take a vote at the end of the activity 
to find out which, of all the gadgets 
discussed, is the one that most students 
in the class can’t live without. After 
listening to what people said, are their 
opinions different from those expressed 
in the warmer?

LESSON 4

Warmer
Call out the names of some of the 
gadgets from exercises 1–4. Students 
write ‘can’t live without’ or ‘hate it’ in their 
notebooks for each one. Discuss their 
answers as a class.

M09_RWLD_TB_PINGLB_7167_U09.indd   70 14/10/09   11:51:29



71WB  pages 76–77 TR  Photocopiable 9B

U
n
it

 9
 c

o
o
l 

te
c
h

Grammar Focus
First conditional and future time clauses

5 Use the photo to practise photo 
description with students, e.g. in the 
centre, in the background; where the 
people are, what they’re doing, etc.  
Discussion of the second question will 
prepare students for the reading.

6 Check understanding of ban before 
students read the text. They read 
individually and make notes of their 
answers to the questions. Remind them 
to highlight/make a note of any words/
phrases they’re not sure of. Students 
check their answers in pairs before class 
discussion.

Answers: the Head Teacher because a 
student filmed part of a lesson in which 
students fell asleep, students text in 
class and play games in class; agrees: 
Greg, Derek, Liz; disagrees: Laura, Andy, 
Bella

7 Grammar 2 know

Students find the sentences and answer 
the questions as a class. Students read the 
Grammar2know. 

TR  Board Plan 9.2

Answers: the sentences are about the 
future; present tense comes after if

8 Students write the full 
sentences in their notebooks. 
They check in pairs before 
the class check (reading the 
sentences aloud) and the 
discussion. 

Answers: 1 bans, will 
concentrate 2 won’t be, 
don’t take 3 don’t have, 
will worry 4 bans, will 
break 5 will be, aren’t

9 3.38  

Answers: a arrives b finish, 
’ll call c ’ll do, go d ’ll 
phone, come e ’ll do, 
finishes 

1 b 2 e 3 d 4 c 5 a 

10 Students write the 
sentences in their notebooks.

Answers: 2 If I have …
3 If it is … 4 After this 
lesson is … 5 After I leave 
… 6 I’ll be able to …

MINI WORKBOOK exercises 2–4

Grammar + Plus  
Write the first half of each of the 
two examples from Grammar 
Plus on the board. Elicit ways 
to complete them (they don’t 
have to be the same as in the 
Mini Workbook). Help students 
notice the difference in meaning 
between if and when. 

Focus students on the 
Grammar Plus activity in the 
Mini Workbook. Read the rules 
through with the class. Students 
then complete the exercise. 
They check in pairs. 

EXTRA DISCUSSION
Does your school have rules 
about mobile phones? What do 
you think of these rules?

Now your students can:
• express their opinions on 
gadgets

• use first conditional and 
future time clauses correctly

• use prediction skills to help 
with listening tasks.
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Culture 2 know

Everybody with a television in 
the UK has to pay a Licence Fee 
to the government. This is what 
pays for the BBC channels (British 
Broadcasting Corporation). 
These channels do not carry 
advertisements. There are many 
other channels and companies 
and all their programmes are 
paid for by advertising: ITV and 
Sky are two examples. To watch 
Sky channels it’s necessary to 
take out a subscription and pay 
for them on a monthly basis. 
The BBC is currently switching 
over to digital broadcasting, 
which means people need a 
digital box to decode the signal. 
This is a one-off  payment and 
means other free channels are 
available as well. Television can 
be received either via cable or by 
satellite.  

British TV companies have 
what is known as a ‘nine o’clock 
watershed’. This means that 
programmes which are not 
suitable for children are not 
shown before nine in the 
evening. However, people 
disagree as to what is suitable for 
children or not, and there is often 
heated debate in the media 
about what should be shown 
and what should not be shown.

LESSON 5

Warmer
Give students instructions 
to write down six different 
numbers. Students then take 
turns to say each number to 
their partner who writes it down. 
They look and check, e.g. 1 Write 
a number between 50 and 70; 2 
Write the year you were born; 3 
Write the day and the month you 
were born, etc. 

Listening & Speaking
1 3.40  Give students time to 
work these out and to try and 
say them to each other in pairs 
before they listen and repeat.

Answers: on student page 

2 3.41  Students read through the 
numbers before they do the listening 
task. They can take turns to say them to 
their partners in pairs. Play the CD more 
than once if necessary. Students practise 
the numbers again.

Answers: 1 3.3 2 3,000,000 
3 88,000 4 1/5 5 78% 6 1964
7 404 8 8.5 9 1588 10 292

3 Monitor and help where necessary.

MINI WORKBOOK exercise 7

Reading & Vocabulary
4 In pairs, students practise describing 
the photos to their partner using the 
words and phrases from previous units. 
Discuss the answer to the second 
question as a class.

Example answers: Top right – a family 
are watching TV together. They are all 
sitting close to the screen and looking 
very interested. Left – three young 
women are listening to a radio. It looks 
like a very old photo, definitely taken 
before the days of television. Bottom 
right – a boy is playing a game and/or 
listening to music. It also looks as if he 
has an open laptop in front of him.
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5 Strategies for general skills. 
Reading: Scanning (back cover)

Elicit the title of the text How screens took 
over our lives and ask for students’ ideas 
on what they think the text is about. 

Elicit what the purpose of scanning 
is. Students read the sentences and 
the options before they scan the text. 
After checking the answers (including 
their prediction of its content), discuss 
with students their reactions to the 
information.

Answers: 1 2300 2 60% 3 5 
4 between one and two billion 
5 four and a half

LESSON 6

Warmer
Write the numbers from exercise 5 on 
the board to review what information 
students can remember about the text 
(with books closed).

6

Answers: on student page 

7 Students check their answers in 
pairs before the class check. Check 
understanding of any vocabulary students 
are not sure of, e.g. multitasking.

Answers: on student page;  
1 Families and neighbours 
sat around a single radio set. 
3 They watch less. 5 They 
are planning two services.

8

Answers: on student page

9 Students discuss in small 
groups first before the class 
feedback and sharing of 
opinions.

MINI WORKBOOK exercise 8

EXTRA DISCUSSION
Do you think you are good at 
multitasking? Do you think it’s 
really possible to do anything 
properly while multitasking?

Now your students can:
• say numbers and years 

• apply the sub-skills of 
Scanning and Reading 
for specific information 
appropriately 

• give and exchange opinions 
in groups.

M09_RWLD_TB_PINGLB_7167_U09.indd   73 14/10/09   11:51:37



74 M-ROM  U9 Speaking, Writing WB  pages 80–81

Real Time
Culture 2 know

The regulations for when refunds 
can be given on goods are 
reasonably standard across the 
European Union. However, shops 
will often try and avoid giving 
a refund and off er a credit note 
instead, which has to be spent in 
that shop or chain of shops.

LESSON 7

Warmer
Review with students what Zack 
did in Paris in the previous Real 
Time, e.g. Where did Zack go? 
How did he travel there? Who did 
he write a postcard to? Who did 
he write a letter to? Did he have a 
good time? What were the coolest 
things he did?

Complaining
1 Elicit/check understanding 
of complaining. Discuss the two 
questions as a class. Prompt 
use of language for describing 
photos and speculating about 
what’s happening in the photos 
(maybe, perhaps, etc.).

Answers: Photo A: Zack and 
Grace are in the centre of 
London; Zack is filming Grace 
with his camcorder. Photo 
B: (Examples) his laptop isn’t 
working; his video doesn’t 
look very good; he’s reading 
an email with bad news

2 3.43  Students write the three 
problems in their notebooks.

Answers: Lily’s definitely 
not coming to Europe in the 
summer; he’s missing home 
(homesick); there’s a battery 
problem with the camcorder

Students read the three options 
before they listen to the CD 
again.

Answers: on student page 

3 3.44  Check students understand and 
can pronounce the words in blue before 
they listen. Tell students that because the 
camcorder is not working properly, Zack 
has gone to the shop to complain. 

Answers: on student page 

4 3.45  Phrases 2 know

Students read the words and the 
Phrases2know before they listen and 
complete. They check in pairs. Play the CD 
for students to repeat. They take turns to 
practise the phrases in pairs.

Answers: on student page 

5 3.46  Give students time to practise the 
dialogue in pairs. Remind them to show 
how they feel as well (angry, annoyed, 
detached, etc.).

Answers: on student page 

6 Can you do it in English?
Pairs choose which dialogues to do, but 
make sure all three situations are covered 
in the class. Students don’t write their 
dialogues. Choose pairs to perform their 
dialogues to the class and ask the class to 
vote on how successful their complaints 
were.
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LESSON 8

Warmer
Review the writing students did in Real 
Time Unit 7 (postcards/informal letter). 
Elicit if they think a letter of complaint is 
similar to an informal letter or not. 

A letter of complaint
7 Students look at the letter to identify 
the differences from Zack’s letter to his 
gran (unit 7).

After reading the letter and matching the 
information, students check their answers 
in pairs. When checking as a class, elicit 
an example of what he says in the letter 
each time.

Answers: on student page 

8a Make sure students notice these 
aspects of layout, especially if they are 
different from the conventions in their 
own country.

Answers: He writes the company 
address top left and his own address 
top right. He writes the date under his 
home address.

b Phrases 2 know

Answers: on student page 

9 Ask a group to redo their 
roleplay from exercise 6 for the 
class. 

Students plan their letters, using 
the prompts. Remind them to 
make use of Phrases2know and 
to use the correct letter layout. 
They write a draft of their letters 
then swap their draft with a 
partner and check each other’s 
work. Students write a final 
version of their letter on letter 
paper. 

Note: students who have had 
similar (real) problems with a 
gadget can write a letter with 
their own real complaint.

Now your students can:
• identify problems and 
complaints in a listening text 

• make a complaint in a shop

• write a letter of complaint.
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