
1. What is the capital 
city of California?

a. Los Angeles
b. Sacramento
c. San Francisco



2. Which city has the 
highest population?

a. Los Angeles
b. San Diego
c. San Francisco



3.  What is the state 
animal?

a. Wolf
b. Tuna
c. Grizzly Bear



4.  How long is the 
California coastline?

a. 1,350 km
b. 1,210 km
c. 639 km





Addressing Lexis 
Across the 
Competencies

John Wolf



• Breakdowns in 
Communication

• Investigating 
Meaning

• Activities for 
Lexis and 
Pronunciation



Breakdowns in 
Communication





What are some reasons 
for communication 

breakdowns?



Culture

Background noise

New Grammar 
Structures

New Lexis



1. What’s the main question in the video?
2. How do they want to answer it?



1. What are the two other phrases used that 
mean “nature or nurture?”



Are we born or made…
Is it genes or experiences…



Why Focus on 
Lexis?
• Allows learners to 

express themselves more 

accurately

• Facilitates developing the 

four skills

• Opens the door to 

activities



Backs to the board



Communicative 
Activities:
- Make language 

learning memorable
- Add variety to the 

classroom
- Provide freer 
practice



Investigating Meaning



What does it mean to really know a 
word?

To recognize its written form and be able to spell it.

To recognize its spoken form and be able to pronounce it.

To know about its meaning / use.

To be able to relate it accurately to an object or concept. 

To be able to use it in the appropriate social context.

To be able to use it in the appropriate grammatical form.

To be able to use it with the ‘words it goes with’ 

correctly.



Confusing words

• False Friends

• De-lexicalized verbs 

– e.g. make vs. do

• Synonyms

– e.g. job vs. work



a lay in (noun): the act of    

sleeping later than usual; 

e.g. I’m going to have a lay in 

tomorrow – it’s Sunday!



New Language – The Basics

Meaning

To sleep later 

than usual

Pronunciation

/tʌhæfʌ’laɪɪn/

Form

• Multi-word 

verb

• Intransitive

• Semi-formal

I’m going to have a lay in tomorrow.



Natural Language



Lexical 
Relationships

Word combinations OR…

Ø Collocations



Developing 
collocations

• To have a job

• To work hard

• To leave for work

What’s the opposite?



Dimensions of 
Meaning

1.Denotation

2.Connotation

3. Intrinsic connotation

4. Socio-cultural connotation

5. Subjective connotation

6. Polysemes

7. Semantic Range



Words with multiple meanings

Green Blue Red

Denotation:



Words with multiple meanings

Green

1. The color

2. Ecologically friendly

3. New at something

Blue

1. The color

2. Sad

3. A way of cooking red 

meat

1. The color

2. Angry

3. Losing money

Red

Denotation:



Vocabulary – Find out what learners know

Know

Bullhorn

Supine

Waggle

Bicker

Tee

Think I know Don’t know

Words I…



Call my Bluff

Two kids started running along side the pool, until the 

lifeguard stopped them with a shout from his bullhorn.

A. A slang word for ‘a big mouth’

B. A device used to project your voice

C. A Roman style ivory device used to make 

announcements





Call my Bluff

She laid there, supine, frozen with embarrassment from 

taking such a bad fall in front of her co-workers.

A. Shocked

B. In pain

C. Lying face up







Disappearing Drill

1. Bullhorn

2. Supine

3. Waggle

4. Bicker

5. Tee



Disappearing Drill

1. Bullhorn

2. Supine

3. Waggle

4. Bicker



Disappearing Drill

1. Bullhorn

2. Supine

3. Waggle



Disappearing Drill

1. Bullhorn

2. Supine



Disappearing Drill

1. Bullhorn



Disappearing Drill






