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Intercultural Communicative Competence

„the ability to work 
efficiently and 

appropriately in the 
interaction with the 

members of other cultural 
groups“ (Uličná)

knowledge, skills, values, 
attitudes (Byram et al.)



Ways to develop ICC



Ways to develop ICC

reading
movies, 

shows, music

videos





The benefits of using literature in ELT

valuable authentic material, creative use of 
language

familiarity with various conventions of the written 
mode, such as narration, argument etc.

cultural enrichment

language enrichment

personal involvement 



The changing role of using literature in 
the classroom

• language and literature are connected 

• grammar-translation method→
communicative principle 



How to choose an appropriate book?

learners’ age, sex, intellectual and emotional maturity etc. + 
cultural and literary background, linguistic proficiency

availability, length, fit with syllabus, exploitability

familiar/unfamiliar?

potential appeal



Intensive vs. extensive reading



Intensive vs. extensive reading



Witi Ihimaera: The Whale Rider 

• Postcolonial literature

• New Zealand, Maori 
culture 

• Child/teenage 
protagonist

• 122 pages, short 
chapters

• A movie



How to work with the book/extracts?

• extracts X the whole book

• pre-reading stage 

– a questionnaire (facts, opinions, attitudes etc.), a 
movie, a video, a book cover etc. 







How to work with the book/extracts?

• extracts (topics) X the whole book (chapters)

• pre-reading stage 

• reading stage

– before-reading exercises (activating Ss 
knowledge, pre-teaching etc.)

– while-reading exercises (scanning, skimming etc.)

– after-reading exercises (interpretation, follow-up 
writing, comparison etc.) - ICC











How to work with the book/extracts?

• extracts X the whole book

• pre-reading stage 

• reading stage

• after-reading stage

– a video, a poster, a play, a podcast episode etc.

– assessment? 

• final evaluation (revisiting the questionnaire 
etc.)



Linda Sue Park: A Long Walk to Water

• South Sudan

• Two child/teenage 
protagonists

• Based on a true story

• 128 pages, short 
chapters, accessible 
language

• Plenty of YT videos and 
teaching materials



Andy Mulligan: Trash

• An unnamed Third 
World country

• Child/teenage 
protagonists

• 216 pages

• Mysterious/detective 
plot, cultural references 

• A movie 



Elizabeth Acevedo: Clap When You Land

• The Dominican Republic

• Two teenage sisters

• 417 pages, written in 
verse

• Spanish words and 
phrases

• Published in 2020 →
current, relatable



Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie: Purple 
Hibiscus

• Postcolonial literature

• Nigeria

• Teenage protagonist

• 307 pages

• Religion, family 
relationships

• Appropriate for more 
advanced and mature 
students
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