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Why is it important to teach pronunciation? 



Why is it important to teach pronunciation? 

…to avoid communication breakdowns.

Intelligibility



Why is it important to teach pronunciation? 

…to avoid communication breakdowns.

Intelligibility

• Grammar

• Word choice

• Communicative strategies 

• Pronunciation 



Factors

• biological

• mother tongue or other languages (positive and negative transfer)

• personality and attitude

• age

• time

• aim of the course



A few principles to adopt in teaching 
pronunciation

• integrate it with skills (listening and speaking) and other language systems (vocabulary, 

grammar) 

• use a variety of activities – productive and receptive (developing awareness, games, 

analysis etc.)

• recycle activities 

• plan it

• react to opportunities 

• develop a general set of gestures and symbols for correction and modelling

• expose students to different native and non-native pronunciations 

• make it fun and set realistic goals



Developing awareness of the importance of 
accurate pronunciation 

• Funny videos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SzeEq5MvNFg

• Pronunciation poems
Just compare heart, beard, and heard,

Dies and diet, lord and word,
Sword and sward, retain and Britain.

(Mind the latter, how it's written.)
Now I surely will not plague you

With such words as plaque and ague.
But be careful how you speak:

Say break and steak, but bleak and streak;
Cloven, oven, how and low,

Script, receipt, show, poem, and toe.

https://www.learnenglish.de/pronunciation/pronunciationpoem.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SzeEq5MvNFg
https://www.learnenglish.de/pronunciation/pronunciationpoem.html


Segmental level
practicing individual sounds



Practicing individual sounds - tongue twisters



Tongue twister game

Students create their own tongue twisters

1. Write your first name

2. What did she/he do?

3. Where?

4. When?

5. Why? Because …

Examples:

• Bob bought a bike in Bali on his birthday because he was bored.

• Susan sang a song at the seaside on the 6th of September because she saw some sunshine.

• Laura laughed in the laundrette at lunchtime because she lost her laundry.



Practicing individual sounds - minimal pair 
Bingo!

Consonants /tʃ/ vs /ʃ/ Consonants /θ/ vs /s/

chair share thank sank

witch wish thick sick

chip ship thing sing

cheap sheep thumb some

cheat sheet path pass

watch wash mouth mouse

cheese she‘s tenth tense

path✔ mouth✔ cchair✔

sheep watch mouse

tenth sick cheese



Practicing 
individual 
sounds – OUGH

Video 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=8nuhw_O8BHM&
t=5s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nuhw_O8BHM&t=5s


Practicing individual sounds – schwa /ə/

doctor

tomorrow

summer

protect

survive



Practicing individual sounds – schwa /ə/



Practicing individual sounds – sounds and 
spelling



Practicing individual sounds - diphthongs



More pronunciation games

• Odd one out (written or spoken)

- consonants, vowels, word stress, number of syllables

sun moon love must blood

• Silently mouthing 



• Pronunciation maze or route

- consonants, vowels, word stress, number of syllables



Suprasegmental level
Intonation, stress, connected speech



Intonation and stress –
yes/no and wh- questions



Intonation and stress – yes/no and wh- questions



Sentence stress: stress and meaning

1. JOHN wrote the music while he was at university. 

2. John wrote the MUSIC while he was at university. 

3. John WROTE the music while he was at university. 

4. John wrote the music while he was at UNIVERSITY. 

a) He wrote the music? That does surprise me. I thought he wrote 
the words. 

b) How surprising. I thought he did it at school. 

c) I am amazed. I thought he just took someone else‘s melody.

d) I don‘t believe you. I thought Paul wrote the music. 



Sentence stress: stress and meaning

A: John wrote the music while he was at university. 

B: He wrote the music? That does surprise me. I thought he wrote the 
words. 

A: John wrote the music while he was at university. 

B: How surprising. I thought he did it at school. 

A: John wrote the music while he was at university. 

B: I am amazed. I thought he just took someone else‘s melody.

A: John wrote the music while he was at university. 

B: I don‘t believe you. I thought Paul wrote the music. 



Connected speech: „Knock, knock“ jokes

Knock, knock.

Who‘s there?

Ann.

Ann who?

Ann apple hit me on the head.

Knock, knock.

Who‘s there?

Police.

Police who?

Police open the door.



A few tips
from me

• Raise their awareness

• Teach them independence –

familiarity with IPA, 

patterns and rules 

• Let them personalise words 

and features that they

personally find difficult

• Encourage them to find 

resources they are 

interested in
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