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Elizabeth Beer

Breathing life into your 
speaking lessons
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Today’s session:
1. The steps for speaking success
2. Transactional versus conversational speaking
3. A walkthrough of conversational lesson
4. A walkthrough of transactional lesson
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1. The steps for speaking success
1. A clear and interesting topic 

2. Engaging students’ interest and knowledge of the topic 

3. Providing a model and highlighting / introducing language students might need to complete the task 
themselves 

4. Provide a task which gives students a real reason to communicate 

5. Showing students the ‘criteria for success’ 

6. Allow an opportunity for students to come up with ideas before speaking and prepare 

7. Feedback after the speaking activity 

8. Allow a second opportunity to practice the speaking 

9. Further feedback 
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Transactional

The exchange of information or 
goods

For example:

Ordering food in a restaurant

Asking to borrow something

Buying a bus ticket

2. Two main types of speaking interaction
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Conversational

Small talk or talking about a wide 
variety of topics

For example:

Chit-chat as you arrive at school

Dinner table discussions

Transactional

The exchange of information or 
goods

For example:

Ordering food in a restaurant

Asking to borrow something

Buying a bus ticket

2. Two main types of speaking interaction
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1
4

3. A walkthrough of a 
conversational lesson

High Note 3
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Participate in a conversation about

clothes
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Setting up the steps
1. Does it have a clear and interesting topic?

YES – but 
don’t be 
afraid to 
adapt it.
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Setting up the steps
2. Engage students’ interest in the topic at the 
beginning of the lesson
Some ideas:

- Brainstorming activity

- Class questionnaire

- Using pictures
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Setting up the steps
3. Provide a model of 

the language the students 
will need
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You can further extend this by: 

- Asking students to notice where the phrases usually occur in sentences 

- Going over the pronunciation (use the audio if you’re not confident yourself) 

- Asking students if they know any more phrases 

- Adding real phrases you use (students love this kind of real language) 



20

4. Provide a task which gives students a real reason 
to communicate 

Setting up the steps
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5. Showing students the ‘criteria for success’ 

Setting up the steps
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1. I can state an opinion

2. I can give a reason why and check of people understand my reason

3. I can listen to my partner(s) and agree or disagree with them using the phrases

4. I can continue the conversation for as long as possible

5. I am not afraid to interrupt my partner. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Optional, higher level, criteria 

5. I didn’t say ‘ I am agree with you’

6. I remembered to use ‘it’ or another pronoun (e.g. because it is boring, because she is a 
good teacher) 

7. I didn’t use any Spanish

8. If I didn’t remember a vocabulary word, I asked for help 
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6. Allow an opportunity for students to come up with 
ideas before speaking and prepare 

Individually, read the statements and make notes 
about your opinions.
Then, individually practice saying phrases from the 
speaking box.

Setting up the steps
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How do students end the discussion and move on to the next one? 

Teach phrases such as: 

Anything else?

Have we finished?

Let’s move on to the next sentence. 

Okay, what about the next topic? 

Okay, Juan, it’s your turn. 

Do the task yourself and you’ll find... 
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7. Feedback after the speaking activity
1. You listen quietly and write down both good phrases and incorrect 
phrases for delayed feedback 

Setting up the steps
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7. Feedback after the speaking activity
1. You listen quietly and write down both good phrases and incorrect phrases for delayed 
feedback 

2. Be prepared with a list of things students are likely to get wrong - your mind is then more in-
tune to hearing that if it is said 

3. Look and listen for performance and content, not just grammar 

4. Post-it note direct feedback 

5. On-the-spot correction 

Feedback can also be given by the students to promote active listening - Students swap partners 
and tell the new partner what was said or as a whole class, you can nominate students to 
feedback what was discussed. 

Setting up the steps
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8. Allow a second opportunity to practice the speaking 

9. Feedback again

Setting up the steps
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3
1

3. A walkthrough of a 
transactional lesson

Focus 1 2nd Edition
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1. Does it have a clear and interesting topic?

Setting up the steps
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2. Engaging students’ interest and knowledge of the topic 

- Bizarre food quiz

- Ranking your country’s food

- Pictures of world foods for discussion

Setting up the steps
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3. Providing a model and 

highlighting / introducing language students

might need to complete the task themselves

Setting up the steps
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WAITER CUSTOMER

Are you ready to order? Yes, I’ll have a hamburger.

Ok. Would you like anything to A strawberry and banana

drink? smoothie, please.

Thank you

Dialogue builds to help memorisation and 
pronunciation
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Extra resources
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4. Providing a task that gives students a real reason to communicate 

Setting up the steps
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5. Criteria for success

Setting up the steps

1. I can order food and drink in English

2. I can say please and thank you 

3. I can take an order

4. I can ask for clarification if I do not understand
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6. Allow an opportunity for students to come up with ideas before speaking and 
prepare 

7. Feedback after the speaking activity 

8. Allow a second opportunity to practice the speaking 

9. Further feedback 

Setting up the steps
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1. Have students move their chairs and be ready in groups before the activity 
and before any key instructions. 

Top tips
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1. Have students move their chairs and be ready in groups before the activity and 
before any key instructions. 

2. Set a time limit and show students the time.

3. Have a clear signal in place to start and stop the activity.

4. If you have a large class, focus on just a couple of groups speaking. In the second 
round of speaking, focus on another set of groups. 

5. The next time you do the speaking task (after feedback) make the time limit 
shorter. 

As a warm up for the next class:

- Play a correction game with errors, such as tic-tac-toe

- Make a worksheet of correct and incorrect phrases and students work together to 
correct any mistakes. 

Top tips
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