
Get Inside the 

Examiner’s 

Head:

The Key to Exam 

Success 

Rob Dean              November 2021



Rob Dean

Teacher, 

Independent 

Consultant and 

International 

Teacher Trainer 

26+ years 

teaching 

experience at 

all levels







The Trouble with 

Exams…



The Trouble with 

Exams…

Fear of the unknown

Pressure to perform

A lot can depend on an 

exam



Question 1

Correct the error in the sentence:

The girl were extremely intelligent.



Question 1

Correct the error in the sentence:

The girl were extremely intelligent.

The boy were extremely intelligent



Question 2



Question 2



Question 3



Question 3



Help!

Ongoing language 

and skills 

development.

Exam practice.

Training in exam 

strategy.



Strategies 

for common 

exam tasks

ReadingListening

Use of English

Writing

Speaking



Listening and Reading 
Tasks



Reading and Listening 

Tasks

Common Problem: 

Choosing what appears to be 

the obvious answer… but it’s the 

wrong one.

Lack of vocabulary to make the 

connections between the 

question and the text

Get inside the Examiner’s 

Head…



Before 

Reading

Raise Interest:

Make learners 

WANT to read!

Formula B1



Before Reading

Raise Interest:

Make learners WANT to read!

Here are six words / expressions from the 

text.

technology   arm    3-d printing                           

design      success      legs

What’s the text about?



Read

Listen

Listen and Read

Formula B1



Read

Listen

Listen and Read

Formula B1



Reading 

Multiple Choice



Formula B1



Formula B1



Formula B1



Types of Distractor

1.Not mentioned. Answers the question 

plausibly but does not relate to the text or 

recording.

2.Repeated words. Uses the same words but in 

a different context so they are not true.

3.New words. Uses new words that by 

implication may be associated with the text or 

recording but are untrue.

4.Rephrase / Paraphrase. Takes original 

language from the text / recording and 

rephrases it in a way that makes it untrue. 



Formula B1 Teacher’s Book
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The Clues are in the Synonyms and 

Antonyms 



The Clues are in the Synonyms and 

Antonyms 

cold

interesting

car

seldom / rarely

recently

remember

depart

buy



Multiple Matching





Formula C1

D



Formula C1

A



Formula C1

A



Formula C1

Smart Answer Key with e-Book



The clues are in the lexical links

Synonyms

Antonyms

Super-ordinates and hyponyms 

(categories and examples)



The clues are in the lexical links!

A piece of 

technology

An effect of 

climate 

change

A means of 

transport

A way of 

saving 

money 



The clues are in the lexical links!

A piece of 

technology

An effect of 

climate 

change

A means of 

transport

A way of 

saving 

money 

microwave melting 

icecaps

motorbike making 

your own 

clothes



The Reading and Listening 

Papers

Problem:

Choosing what appears to be the 

obvious answer… but it’s the 

wrong one

Solution: 

Train learners to become aware 

of the different kinds of 

distractors



The Reading and Listening 

Papers            

Problem:

Lack of vocabulary to make 

connections between the question 

and the text

Solution: 

Make learners aware of:

Synonyms / antonyms (Multiple 

Choice)

Lexical links (Multiple matching) 



Writing Tasks



Writing Tasks

Common Problems 

Not fully answering the 

question.

Writing too much

Inaccurate grammar, 

vocabulary, punctuation

Get inside the Examiner’s 

Head…



Formal Letter or E-Mail

Formula B2



Formula B2



Formula B2



Hi Mrs Jones!!!!

I seen the advertisement in the local newspaper and I 

really fancy apply for the job of waiter in your restaurant. 

I am study languages at the local college. I am sociable 

person and am good at dealing with people as I run a 

social club at weekends. I am team player and the best 

person to join your staff. Although I not worked in a 

restaurant before, I am very interested for cooking and 

food and travelling and I would like to learn more about 

international food. I am able to work two or three 

evenings a week and this schedule would fit in well with 

my study programme as my lectures take place during 

the day. I would like to start next Monday. Please give 

me a call in the evenings between 5pm and 8pm………      

Providing a Model



Hi Mrs Jones!!!!

I seen the advertisement in the local newspaper and I 

really fancy apply for the job of waiter in your restaurant. 

I am study languages at the local college. I am sociable 

person and am good at dealing with people as I run a 

social club at weekends. I am team player and the best 

person to join your staff. Although I not worked in a 

restaurant before, I am very interested for cooking and 

food and travelling and I would like to learn more about 

international food. I am able to work two or three 

evenings a week and this schedule would fit in well with 

my study programme as my lectures take place during 

the day. I would like to start next Monday. Please give 

me a call in the evenings between 5pm and 8pm………      

Providing a Model



Providing a Model

Formula B2 Exam Trainer



Formula B2 Exam Trainer

Language Development







Things Students Write



Things Students Write

1. (at the start of a letter) ’Expensive Maria, …’

2. I spent Christmas in the Turkey.

3. My sister is having three cats.

4. You must sing your name on the form.

5. I like my coffee cremated.

6. In the holidays I tripped on the mountain.

7. Scottish people speak English with a funny accident. 

8. (at the end of a formal letter) ‘With best regrets…’



A reactive approach to written 

work

Well done!!

I am an effective team player.

I consider myself reliable and 
responsible.

I would welcome the opportunity to 

attend an interview at your convenience. 

????!!

I very like work with others.

I actually study languages.

Please write me back



A reactive approach to written 

work

Well done!!

I am an effective team player.

I consider myself reliable and 
responsible.

I would welcome the opportunity to 

attend an interview at your convenience. 

????!!

I very like work with others.

I actually study languages.

Please write me back

Praising / 

Encouraging

Challenging

Differential 

Feedback



After Writing:

What next?



FINISHED!!!!!

Not quite…



Check! Check! Check!

Forumla B2



FINISHED FILES ARE THE RESULT OF YEARS

OF SCIENTIFIC STUDY COMBINED WITH THE

EXPERIENCE OF YEARS.

Read the following sentence only once. 

How many letter Fs are there?



Read the following sentence only once. 

How many letter Fs are there?



FINISHED FILES ARE THE RESULT OF YEARS

OF SCIENTIFIC STUDY COMBINED WITH THE

EXPERIENCE OF YEARS.

Read the following sentence only once. 

How many letter Fs are there?

There are 6



FINISHED FILES ARE THE RESULT OF YEARS

OF SCIENTIFIC STUDY COMBINED WITH THE

EXPERIENCE OF YEARS.

Read the following sentence only once. How 

many letter Fs are there?

There are 6



The Writing Paper

Get inside the examiner’s head…

Planning is everything

More does not mean better! Stick to the 

word limit

Address all parts of the question

Keep an organised file of model texts 

and language feedback from previous 

tasks.



Use of English Tasks



How many collocations?

Formula B1



How many collocations?

Formula B1



Use of English

Gap Filling (Cloze) Tasks



Use of English Tasks

Problem: 

Translation from L1

Shortage of collocations

Get inside the Examiner’s Head…



Formula B2 Exam Trainer

Multiple-Choice 

Cloze



Formula B2 Exam Trainer

Multiple-Choice 

Cloze



Formula B2 Exam Trainer

Multiple-Choice 

Cloze



Formula B2 Exam Trainer

Multiple-Choice 

Cloze



Formula B2 Exam Trainer

Multiple-Choice 

Cloze



What are the 5 most frequent words in 

English? 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



What are the 5 most frequent words in 

English? 

the

to

of

and

a

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



It’s the little words 

that count…

an

with

a

in

in
on

which
them



The clues are in the collocations:

demand

What collocates with…



The clues are in the collocations:

demand

justify your

What collocates with…



The clues are in the collocations:

demand

justify your

course of

What collocates with…



The clues are in the collocations:

demand

justify your

course of

spring into

What collocates with…



The clues are in the collocations:
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justify your

course of

spring into

plan of

What collocates with…



The clues are in the collocations:

demand

justify your

course of

spring into

plan of

decisive

What collocates with…



The clues are in the collocations:

demand

justify your

course of

spring into

plan of

decisive

What collocates with…

action



Games in the 

classroom?

Provide natural 

opportunities for 

repetition of language

Develop strategy / critical 

thinking skills

Can be motivating

Can contribute to the 

linguistic aims of the 

lesson



Use of English Paper 

(Gapfilling)

Problem:

Translation from L1

Shortage of collocations

Solution:

Avoid Translation. It rarely 

works (collocations, etc)

Note common English 

collocations



Speaking Tasks



Speaking Tasks

Common Problems: 

‘What do I talk about??’

Drying Up – lack of 

vocabulary

Get inside the Examiner’s 

Head…



Sharing Personal 

Information

Formula B2



Sharing Personal 

Information

What will learners 

need in order to 

complete the task?

Language

Content ideas and 

preparation time

Formula B2



Test

Formula B2



Test

Teach

Formula B2



Test

Teach

Test

Formula B2



Developing the 

Speaking Skill

What will learners 

need in order to 

complete the task?

Language

Content ideas and 

preparation time

Formula B2



Listening Task

Which topics feature in the recording of 

part 1 of the speaking test?





The power of DVD / Video as a tool 
for listening practice

Realism

Motivation

Visual channel helps 

with meaning

Confidence building

A valuable tool for 

mixed ability classes



2 scraps of paper – 1 question* on each

* A question you could ask to anybody in the room



Speaking Tasks 

Get Inside the Examiner’s 

Head…

Train students to define words 

they do not know

Maximise classroom 

opportunities for developing 

and practising fluency

Adopt a reactive approach to 

speaking practice



The Materials
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NEW 3 level Exam Preparation Course: 

B1 Preliminary, B2 First, C1 Advanced



Create your own Formula for Exam 

Success

The need for flexibility



Everything in one place:

The Pearson English Portal



Mobile Practice App

Extra grammar and 

vocabulary practice 

anytime anywhere
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Strategy is 

Everything:

For EVERY Exam

Task:

About the task

What is being 

tested

How do you do it?

Are you exam 

ready? 



Strategy is 
Everything…





Thank You

www.venturesbooks.sk

www.venturesbooks.cz

robdeantraining@gmail.com


