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…about 110 

years ago

In the 

beginning…



Grammar 

Translation

In the 

beginning…



Would even your advanced students understand the 

basic message of this grammar explanation?                     

a) No b) No  

c) No d) No 
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The 1940s…



Behaviourism

The Direct Method

Audiolingualism



Behaviourism

The Direct Method

Audiolingualism



Behaviourism
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Audiolingualism



Mechanical Drills

This is a cat



Mechanical Drills

This is a cat This is a cat



Mechanical Drills

This is a cat

Mouse?

Dog?

Horse?

This is a cat

This is a mouse

This is a dog

This is a horse



Mechanical Drills

This is a cat

Mouse?

Dog?

Horse?

That?

This is a cat

This is a mouse

This is a dog

This is a horse



Mechanical Drills

This is a cat

Mouse?

Dog?

Horse?

That?

This is a cat

This is a mouse

This is a dog

This is a horse

This is a that 



Mon tailleur est très riche.
My tailor is very rich.

Où est la plume de ma tante?
Where’s my aunt’s fountain pen?



Mon tailleur est très riche.
My tailor is very rich.

Où est la plume de ma tante?
Where’s my aunt’s fountain pen?

Ist das Gras rot? Nein, es ist grün.
Is the grass red? No, it‘s green.

Dies ist keine Banane. Es ist ein 

Leuchtturm.
This is not a banana. It‘s a lighthouse.



What would you describe as the aims of this lesson?

a) 100% grammatical accuracy                                      

b) Specific Pronunciation

c) Maximum teacher control of the class

d) All of these 

1,000,000

500,000

250,000

100,000

50,000

25,000

10,000

5,000

1,000





What would you describe as the aims of this lesson?

a) 100% grammatical accuracy                                      

b) Specific Pronunciation

c) Maximum teacher control of the class

d) All of these 

1,000,000

500,000

250,000

100,000

50,000

25,000

10,000

5,000

1,000



What would you describe as the aims of this lesson?

a) 100% grammatical accuracy                                      

b) Specific Pronunciation

c) Maximum teacher control of the class

d) All of these 

1,000,000

500,000

250,000

100,000

50,000

25,000

10,000

5,000

1,000



The 1960s



Noam Chomsky

Cognitive Code



Language for REAL

Communication: 



How annoyed would you say the shopkeeper is by the 

customer’s unclear communication?

a) merely irritated

b) quite annoyed

c) very annoyed

d) off the scale
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The beginnings of 

communicative language 

learning



© A long time ago, Nameless Publishers Ltd.

Everyday Communication?
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The 1970s



Humanistic 

Approaches to 

Language 

Learning



Which humanistic approach is being demonstrated 

in the following video?

a) CLL b) The Silent Way  

c) Suggestopedia    d) None of these
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The silent way

1970s Humanistic Approaches



With which humanistic approach do you associate 

Lozanov, comfy armchairs and Bach?

a) CLL b) The Silent Way  

c) Suggestopaedia d) Wikipedia 
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The silent way

Suggestopaedia

1970s Humanistic Approaches



With which humanistic approach do you associate 

Charles Curran, and the teacher providing 

translations into English of everything they hear?

a) CLL b) The Silent Way  

c) The Loud Way   d) Suggestopaedia
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The silent way

Suggestopaedia

Community                                             

Language 

Learning

1970s Humanistic Approaches



The 1980s



With which approach do you associate 

Krashen and Tyrell?

a) Natural b) Vegan  

c) Gluten-Free d) Unleaded 
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The Natural 

Approach



Comprehensible Input “+1”



Comprehensible Input “+1”

Comprehensible Input “+10”??

or



Why would the following expressions be meaningless to 

many students?                                            

a) The teacher has a strong accent                             

b) They are too advanced                                           

c) There is no context                                                    

d) They are inappropriate for students to know                            
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Modern Day Communicative 

Language Teaching 



Modern Day Communicative 

Language Teaching 

Task Based Learning

Jane and David Willis



Task Based Learning

Using language to get things done

An emphasis on communicative outcome rather 

than the practice of specific grammar areas



Task Based Learning

Using language to get things done

• To entertain

• To give and find out information

• To share opinions

• To solve problems

• For survival

• To make and maintain relationships

An emphasis on communicative outcome rather 

than the practice of specific grammar areas



Modern Day Communicative 

Language Teaching 

The Lexical Approach

Michael Lewis



Where are we now?

Principled Eclecticism



Dictation

Brilliant ideas: 

where did they all 

come from?



Dictation
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Drilling

Direct / 

Audiolingual

Brilliant ideas: 
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come from?



Background 
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Background 

music in class

Suggestopedia

Brilliant ideas: 
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come from?



Maximum Student 

Talking Time; 

Minimum Teacher 

Talking Time
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Maximum Student 

Talking Time; 

Minimum Teacher 

Talking Time

Silent Way

Brilliant ideas: 

where did they all 

come from?



Authentic Texts 

at Low Levels

Brilliant ideas: 

where did they all 

come from?



Authentic Texts 

at Low Levels

Natural

Brilliant ideas: 

where did they all 

come from?



Delayed Error 

Correction
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Delayed Error 

Correction

Communicative

Brilliant ideas: 

where did they all 

come from?
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Real World 
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Extended 

Classroom 

Simulations of 

Real World 

Scenarios

Task Based

Brilliant ideas: 

where did they all 

come from?



What of the future?



The impact of 

technology







Wow, what a 

wonderful new 

blackboard! What can 

I do with it???
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Wow, what wonderful new 

technology! That means 

teaching and learning will be…



more convenient

more efficient

more flexible

more comfortable

more interesting

more contemporary
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more convenient

more efficient

more flexible

more comfortable

more interesting

more contemporary

and …safer

Wow, what wonderful new 

technology! That means 

teaching and learning will be…



But surely all this new 

technology means new 

teaching  methodology??



But surely all this new 

technology means new 

teaching  methodology??

Not necessarily.

It allows us to employ 

existing methodologies more 

effectively.



The Years B.G.
Reusable personal 

visualisation device

Portable 

folding 

information 

storage 

solution

Analogue sound 

reproduction synthesiser



Reading, writing, listening, 

speaking, grammar, vocabulary, 

functions, pronunciation

Teacher led, student centred, 

task based, inductive, deductive, 

lexical…
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Replacing books?

Replacing teachers?



Replacing books?

Replacing teachers?

NO!!!!

Complementing

them!



“Any teacher 

that can be 

replaced by a 

computer 

probably 

should be.”
Arthur C Clarke talking to           

Sugata Mitra

TED.com



Technology is 

changing all the 

time,

but the ultimate 

outcomes should 

remain 

unchanged…



‘We are the children 

of a technological 

age. We have found 

streamlined ways of 

doing much of our 

routine work. Printing 

is no longer the only 

way of reproducing 

books. Reading them, 

however, has not 

changed.’

Lawrence Clark Powell 

Author 1906-2001



Language Teaching and Language Learning: 

What’s it REALLY all about?    

a) Communication    b) Fun 

c) Fulfilling the curriculum       d) Academic Success 
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